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NOTICE.

Trus volume, commencing with the administration
of sir George Prevost, in 1811, brings the history of
the province down to the close of 1822 ; relating the
military and naval operations in the Canadas, during
the late war with the United States—parliamentary

" proceedings, and other important public matters in
Lower Canada,with ample notices of the impeachments
of chief justices Sewell and Monk, and subsequently
of Mr. justice Foucher—and their results—the several
administrations of sir Gordon Drummond—Sir John
Coape Sherbrooke—the duke of Richmond—Mr. Monk
—sir Peregrine Maitland—and the first- and second
years of lord Dalhousie’s administration—containing
a variety of statistical and other useful and interesting
information relating to the government, and public
affairs of the province during that period—the call upon
the assembly, in 1818, to make provision for the civil
list, pursuant to its offer in 1810 to that effect—the be-

. ginning of the so called ¢ financial difficulties” arising

from it, between the executive government and the

«ssembly—the misunderstanding with Upper Canada,

on matters of finance—introduction of the union bill,
in 1822, in the house of commons, in consequence
thereof—consternation in Lower Canada by reason of
the projected union—petitions for and against it, and the
arguments pro and con, as given at public meetings
and embodied in the petitions forwarded to England on
the subject.






CHAPTER XIV.

Lient.-general Sir George Prevost arrives from Halifax—
assumes the government—major-general Brock adminis-
trator of the government in Upper Canada—parliament
meets—proceedings—bill for the better preservation of
his Majesty’s government lost—alien bill also--militia bill
passed —liberal provisions in contemplation of war—fin-
ances of 1811—prorogation—finances,&c.—* the Henry
plot,”>—four battalions of militia embodied in contemplation
of war—war declared against Great Britain by the United
States—legislature convoked—measures adopted—seden-
tary militia do garrison duty in Quebec and Montreal—
riotous assemblage at Lachine—put down—hostilities
commence—Michillimackinac taken from the enemy—
general Hull invades Upper Canada—driven back upon
Detroit—capitulation and surrender of that fort to general
Brock—general Hull and his army sent to Montreal pri-
soners of war—armistice between Sir George Prevost and
general Dearborn, commanding the American forces,
disallowed by the president of the United States.

ArTER an interregnum of nearly three Chap.
months, Sir George Prevost, the late lieut.- XV
governor of Nova Scotia, arrived at Quebec, 1811.
and assumed, on the 14th September, 1811,
the government of Lower Canada, as successor
to Sir James H. Craig, in command of the
british north american provinces. The popu-
larity of his administration in Nova Scotia,
afforded a hope that his government in Lower
Canada, would prove more auspicious than the
preceding. The trying juncture into which the
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chap. policy of America hurried these provinces,
impressed the people with serious apprehen-

v~ , . 3
1811, sions, and all parties seemed to concur ina

desire for unanimity, as essential to the public
security. -

Soon after his excellency’s arrival, major-
general Brock was appointed president and
administrator of the government in Upper Ca-
nada, instead of lieut.-governor Gore, who had
recently retired. To obtain alocal knowledge of
the frontiers of the lower province, which were
likely soon to become the theatre of war, his
excellency, shortly after his arrival, set out on

a tour of inspection, visiting in the district of

Montreal, the forts of St. John, Chambly,
William Henry, and the military positions in
their neighbourhood. From the period of his
arrival until the opening of parliament, we meet
with no extraordinary occurrence.

The parliament met on the 21st of February,
1812. The governor in his speech informed
the legislature that having been appointed by
the Prince Regent to the chief command of
the british american provinces, he had hasten-
ed, in obedience to his orders, to assume the
administration of Lower Canada, but that his
commission not having arrived, he continued to
administer the government under a provisional
authority to that effect. He congratulated them |
on the brillrant achievements which had attend-
ed the british arms in the deliverance of Por-
tugal, and for the rescue of Spain from the
tyranny of the ruler of France. ¢ Notwith-
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standing”—said he—¢ the astonishing chanies Chap.
that mark the age in which we live, the inha- XV
bitants of this portion of the empire have ig2.
witnessed but as remote spectators the awful
scenes which desolate Europe; and while

* Britain, “ built by nature for herself against
infection and the hand of war,” has had her
political existence involved in the fate of sur-
rounding nations, you have hitherto, undisturbed

in the habitations of your fathers, viewed with-

out alarm the distant storm which now seems
bending its course towards this peaceful and
happy region.” He recommended an increased

and unremitting care and vigilance in securing

the colony from either ogen invasion or insi-
dious aggression, and he hoped the parliament
would testify its loyalty by an early attention to
those acts, ~which experience had proved
essential for the preservation of his Majesty’s
government, as also by its readiness in supply-

ing government with such aid as should be
suitable to the exigence of the times, by ena-
bling the loyal canadian subjects to assist in
repelling any sudden attack made by a tumul-
tuary force, and effectually to participate in

the defence of their country against a regular
invasion at any future period.

The assembly in answer, assured the gover-
nor that they would give their attention to those
acts which he regarded as essential to his
Majesty’s government, notwithstanding the re-
pugnance they might feel from an improper use
of one of them, and the bad effects which
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Chap. might have resulted therefrom to his Majesty’s
2V government, had it not been for the unshaken
1812. fidelity of his Majesty’s loyal canadian subjects,
and their conviction of the goodness of his
government, and the transient inconveniences
which, from the common fate of human things,
were inevitable: assuring him however, that
the confidence they placed in his excellency,
considerably diminished their fears of the use
which might thereafter be made of thisact. In
reply to this, the governor briefly expressed
his regret that they should have thought it
expedient to revert to any proceedings which
had taken place under any one of those acts,
and earnestly recommended to them as the most
effectual means of ensuring tranquillity to the
province, and of evincing their zeal for the
public good, to direct their attention solely to
the present situation of affairs.
But they were too deeply concerned in the
events of the last administration to leave them
at rest, and at an advanced period of the session
they came to the resolution :—

« Thatitis a justice due to the good character of his
Majesty’s canadian subjects in this proviace, that some
measure should be adopted by this house, to acquaint his
Majesty of the events which took place in this province

. under the adwinistration of Sir James Henry Craig, its
late governor, and the causes which gave rise to the same ;
in order that his Majesty, in his paternal goodness, may

. take such steps as will prevent the recurrence of a similar
administration, which tendsto misrepresent the good and
faithful people of this province, and to deprive them of the
confidence and affection of his Majesty, and from feeling
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the good effects of his government, in the ample manner Chap.
X1V

that the law has provided.”

It was, in addition to this, resolved, on motion 37 Y

of Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. L. J. Papineau,
“ that an inquiry be made into the state of the
province, and the public events which took
place, under the administration of Sir James
Henry Craig, and into the causes that gave
rise thereto.”* A committee of five members,
was appointed accordingly to proceed upon
the inquiry—consisting of Messrs. Lee, L. J.
Papineau, P. Bedard, Viger and Papineau,
to whom Messrs. Bellet, Roi and Blanchet
were subsequently added, and upon motion of
Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. L. J. Papineau, it
was resolved, ¢ that the said committee be a
secret committee.” The result of its labours
has never transpired ; and it would seem that
these resolutions were not carried into effect,
owing to the intervention of more urgent con-
cerns. Inthe mean time a bill, ¢ for the better
preservation of his Majesty’s government,” was
passed, and sent down from the legislative
council to the lower house. Here several
amendments were proposed, the principal one
of which was, to transfer the power formerly
vested in the executive council, of i lmpnsomng
persons suspected of treasonable practices, to,
the governor or person administering the gov-!

* The division on this, was as follows :—

Yeas—Messieurs Bruneau, - L. J. Papineau, M. Caron, Desbleds,
Robitaille, Francois Caron, Louis Roi, Borgia, Bellet, Bernier, Lee,
Blanchet, and Pierre Bedard.—(13.)

Nays—Messieurs Mure and Cuthbert.

A 2
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chep. ernment alone; and a proviso that nothing

XIV. contained in it ¢ should be construed to extend

Te12. to give power to imprison or detain any mem-
ber of either house of the provincial parliament,
by virtue of and under the authority of the act.”
The alien bill had in like manner been passed
in the council and sent down to the assembly,
who also amended it. The legislative council
disapproving of the amendments, a conference
ensued ; but both branches persevering in their
opinions, the bill was lost, much to the  satis-
faction of the lower house; the alien bill was
lost in like manner.

The consideration of appointing an agent in
England was resumed by the house, but not
determined upon. The expedience of providing
a fund for the payment of members of the
house of assembly was also discussed, and a
bill introduced to that effect, which how-
ever failed. On motion, by Mr. L. J. Papineau,
that this bill be engrossed, it was moved in
amendment by Mr. Lee, to leave out the
words “be engrossed,” and insert “hath a
tendency to increase in this house the number
of persons who from want of education, are
incapable of judging of the spirit of the consti-
tution in its effects.”—This brought upon the
mover a shower of invective, and was over-
ruled, by a vote of 14 to 4.* The bill was cast |
aside in the upper house. The militia bill

* Yeas—Messieurs Irvine, Debartzch, Mure and Lee.—(4.) .
Nays—Messieurs Bruneau, Louis Roi, Huot, Bellet, L. J. Papi-

neau, Augustin Caron, Viger, Gauvreau, J. B. Bedard, Robitaille,
Larue, Bernier, Desbleds, and Blouin.—(14.) :
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passed after much debate in the lower house. Chap.
The governor was authorized by it to embody *IV-
two thousand bachelors between the age of 152,
eighteen and twenty-five for three months in
the year; and in case of invasion or imminent
danger thereof, to retain them for one year,
relieving one half of the number embodied, by
fresh drafts at the expiration of that period. In
the event of war, Invasion, insurrection, or
imminent danger thereof, he was empowered
to embody the whole militia of the province,
should it become necessary. No substitutes
were to be allowed, nor were commissioned
officers permitted to take any militiamen as
servants, under a penalty of ten pounds for
every offence of that nature. These provisions
were however winked at in actual service. It
was made penal to enlist any militiaman into the
regular forces, and such enlistment was de-
clared null. Twelve thousand pounds were
nted by the legislature, one moiety for
drilling and training the local militia, the other
for other purposes of the militia act. Twenty
thousand pounds were granted, tobe employed
for such services as the safety of the province
and the exigence of the times might require, and
the further sum of thirty thousand pounds cur-
rency, to be at the Governor’s disposition in
case of war between Great Britain and Ame-
rica. Theseliberal supplies enabled the govern-
ment to contemplate the approaching contest
with confidence in the patriotism and support
of the provincial legislature, and of the whole
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Chap. mass of the canadian population. On the nine-
XIV. teenth of May the governor prorogued the
Teiz. legislature.

In proroguing the session, he thanked the
assembly for the labour they had bestowed
upon the improvement of the militia system,
and for the increased means they had afforded
him for the defence of the province. He also
expressed his best thanks for the proofs he had
received of their confidence in his administra-
tion, by the very liberal provision they had
made for the exigencies of the public service.

The revenues of the last year (1811)
amounted ' to £75,162, currency,—the civil
expenditure to £49,017, sterling. The sala-
ries to officers of the legislature and contingen-
cies amounted to £3,934, sterling, more.—
The number of vessels cleared at Quebec, was
532, amounting to 116,687 tons, of which 37
had that year been built at Quebec, containing
12,688 tons.

About this time a ferment existed in the
neighbouring republic, excited by the discovery
of the « Henry Plot,” as it was called, exagge-
rated by the United States government into an
attempt on the part of this government, to bring
about a revolution in the eastern states, and to
dissolve the union. John Henry, an adventurer,
of some talents and address, is said to have been
by birth an Irishman, and to have emigrated
when a youth to America, where through the
interest of friends, he was appointed a captain
in the militia, and from thence bore the style

Y
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of captain Henry. Not succeeding in the States Chap.
to the extent of his wishes, he migrated to X"
Montreal, where he found means to ingratiate 1s12.
himself with the principal personages of this
province, and commenced his studies at law,
with a view of qualifying himself for a seat in
the judiciary of Upper Canada, to which he
was already ambitious enough to aspire. He
was recommended by some of those at Mont-
real who patronised him, to the governor, who
from the proceedings of the federal faction in
the eastern states, suspected a desire on their
part, to form a political connection with Great
Britain. In order, therefore, to ascertain the
real state of parties and their views, Henry,
being acquainted with the country, was select-
ed for the mission, and readily accepted of it,
proceeding to Boston, where he sauntered
away his time in the public houses, writing
from time to time to Canada,* his views of
passing events, but conveying no information
that the public newspapers of the day did not
give. Henry, however, estimated his services
much beyond any thing his employer was dis-
posed to admit of, and therefore resorted for a
compensation to the government at home. Ina
memorial to lord Liverpool, stating his services,
he suggested that the appointment of judge
advocate general of Lower Canada, with the
salary of five hundred pounds per annum, or a
consulate in the United States, sine cura, would

* This happened in the course of the winter of 1809.
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Chap. be considered by him as a liberal discharge of
f\; any obligation that the government entertained
1s12. in relation to his services. The minister, unwil-
ling, it would seem, to recognise him as a british
agent, coolly referred him back to the colonial
government, then in charge of Sir George Pre-
vost. Chagrined with disappointment, he imme-
diately made his way back to America, where,
upon receiving a stipulated sum from the United
States government, (fifty thousand dollars it
was said) he gave up to it his correspondence
with Sir James H. Craig, or rather with his
secretary, Mr. Ryland. The traitor, soon after |
this, left the United States for France. 1
, Sir George Prevost, it was soon observed, -
" cultivated to souplesse unbecoming, as some
thought, his station, those who had been parti-
cularly obnoxious to his predecessor, reinstat-
~|ing them in their military rank, taking them
into his confidence,and placing them, as oppor-
tunities offered, in situations of honor, trust,
and emolument, by that means soothing them,
flattering their partisans, and reconciling the
mass to unanimity and combined action for the
approaching war—a policy, though it gave
offence at the time to many, at once equitable,
wise, successful.
The governor, by a general order of the 28th
May, directed the levy of, and organised four
battalions of embodied militia in virtue of the
new Act. The alacrity with which they were
filled, reflected credit upon the canadians.
A regiment of canadian Voltigeurs was raised,
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and placed under the command of Major De chap.
Salaberry, (a gentleman of a respectable french XIV-
canadian family, patronised by his royal high- T35,
ness the duke of Kent, who procured him and

two brothers, both of whom died honorably in

the service, commissions in the british army, , of

the 60th regiment of foot, which, in the course

of the war, distinguished itself.

On the 18th June, Congress declared war
against Great Britain, and on the 24th, the
event was known at Quebec. The province
was, however, now, in some measure, prepared
for defence. A notification was immediately
made by the police, that all american citizens
must leave Quebec by the 1st July, and be out
of the limits of that district, on the third of the
same month. Oa the last day of June, the
period was extended by the governor’s procla-
mation : fourteen days were allowed to such
americans as were in the province, as they
were principally persons who had entered it in
good faith and in the prosecution of commercial
pursuits. On the same day, proclamations
issued imposing an embargo upon the shipping
in the port, and conveking the legislature for
the 16th of July.

At the opening of the session, the governor
briefly informing the parliament of the recent
declaration of war by America, said, he relied
upon the spirit of his Majesty’s subjects in the
province, their attachment and zeal for the

religion of their forefathers, their loyalty to . '

their Sovereign, and their ardent love for the ' -
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true interests of their country; and that he
should depend implicitly under divine provi-

dence, upon their best exertions aided by the
courage and loyalty of the militia, and by the
valour, skill, and discipline of his Majesty’s
regular forces, for repelling every hostile
attempt that might be made upon the colony.
He observed with concern that the necessary
establishment of the militia forces, together
with the various services and operations of the
approaching campaign, would be attended with
considerable expense, but that he relied upon
their wisdom and public spirit, for such supplies
as the exigencies of affairs might be found to
require: he at the same time expressed his
approbation of the embodied militia, and his
confidence in their increasing discipline, which
encouraged an expectation that they would

materially contribute to the defence of their

country.

In thanking his excellency for his opening
speech, the assembly said,—

¢ We feel grateful to your excellency for assembling us
ata crisis when called upon, by every principle of duty,
and every consideration of interest, to exert our wunited
efforts in support of our sovereign’s rights, and for the
defence of this important portion of his Majesty’s dominions,
and your excellency may rely on our zealous co-operation
in every measure tending thereto.

¢ We cannot but regret that the determined hostile dispo-
sition of the american government, has frustrated the earnest
endeavors of our gracious sovereign, for the preservation of
amity with the United States, and that it has finally mani-
fested itself in a declaration of war, notwithstanding the
convincing proofs so repeatedly afforded by his Majesty, of
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the justice of his cause, of the moderation of his pretensions, cpap.

and of his sincere desire for a continuance of peace.

XIV.

¢ Your excellency may place full confidence in the spirit ~~
of his Majesty’s subjects throughout the province ; their 1812.

attachment and zeal for the religion of their forefathers,
their loyalty to their sovereign, and their ardent love for the
true interests of their country, are such strong incitements,
that no threats of the enemy will intimidate them, nor will
they be deluded by any insidious efforts they may make.

¢ Proud of the confidence your excellency is pleased to
place in the exertions of his Majesty’s canadian subjects,
and in the courage and loyalty of the militia, we confidently
promise to ourselves a happy and fortunate result to any
hostile attempt that may be made on this colony, whilst that
courage and loyalty have the aid and support of the tried
valor, skill and discipline of his Majesty’s regular forces.

= s » s = ¢ We are much gratified by your
excellency’s expressions of satisfaction at the good conduct
and increasing discipline, your excellency has lately wit-
nessed in the incorporated battalions of militia, and we are
convinced that they will be found essentially to contribute
towards the defence of the province against every hostile
attack.”

The public coffers were drained, and the .
governor to obviate the deficiency, resolved to-

issue army bills payable either in cash, or in
government bills of exchange on London, but
the concurrence of the legislature in . this
measure being indispensable, as well to insure
their currency, as to provide funds for the
payment of the interest that might become
due upon them, two private and confidential
messages were sent to the house of assembly
by the governor ; one submitting to its consid-
eration the necessity of immediately strengthen-
ing the hands of government,by arming him with
authority to suppress any attempt to produce dis-
VOL. II B .

R
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Chap. order or insubordination, and for the immediate

X% punishment of any offences which might inter-

1812. rupt or endanger the public tranquillity, which
he trusted the legislature would have the less
hesitation in doing, from its conviction that he
could at all times by virtue of his commission
avail himself of the power of declaring martial
law to its fullest extent : and from the persuasion
which he trusted was entertained by the house,
that in seeking from them a partial exercise of
it, he could have no other object in view than
the preservation of the tranquillity and welfare
of the province, with.the least possible iujury
to the public convenience. The other repre-
sented the want of specie to satisfy the demands |
of the increasing militia and military establish-
ments, and the impossibility of procuring
money to the extent required for government
bills of exchange. He at the same time laid
before the house, an opinion and advice of the
executive council, recommending the issue of
army bills under certain conditions to the
amount of two hundred and fifty thousand
pounds currency. He therefore called upon
the house of assembly for such aid as might be
deemed expedient for the accomplishment of
an object, rendered more peculiarly important
by the present extraordinary crisis of public
affairs, and strongly recommended to them the
adoption of such measures as should give confi-
dence in those bills, and guard both the public
and individuals against the possibility of any
loss to arise from them.
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The house of assembly appears to have Chap.
declined any measure tending to sanction a X!V
recurrence to martial law, or at least, to have ;52
left the responsibility with the governor of
exercising in the event of need, those powers

with which he thought himself vested in virtue

of his commission: the same house however| | {
inthe following session resolved that martial |='"
law could not be legally resorted to unless with |

the authority of the provincial parliament.

A bill to facilitate the circulation of army bills
wasintroduced, and the liberality of the house of
assembly surpassed the hopes of the executive.
Fifteen thousand pounds annually for five years,
were granted to pay the interest that might be-
come due upon army bills, of which two hundred
and fifty thousand pounds were authorized to | .
be put in circulation, (large bills of twenty-five ; -
doltars, and upwards, bearing interest at the
rate of four pence per day for every one hun-
dred pounds.) They were made current in
the revenue, and to have the effect of a legal
tender, and were redeemable at the army bill
office, either in cash, or government bills of
exchange on London, at the option of the
commander of the forces. Small bills of four
dollars were at all times payable in cash at the
army bill office. All contracts in which any
distinction should be made between army bills
and cash, were to be void; and at the expira-
tion of five years, all those who might then be
holders of such army bills, were entitled to
receive the amount of the same with interest
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due upon them, out of the provincial treasury.
To defray the expense of the army bill office
in issuing, circulating and cancelling the army
bills, the assembly also granted the further sum
of two thousand five huadred pounds per
annum. On the first day of August 1812, this
bill received the royal sanction, and the gover-
nor prorogued the parliament, with acknow-
ledgments for the liberal aid they had granted
him, to meet the exigencies of the public
service. This seasonable provision of the
legislature, at once enabled government to
meet the demands of the public service, and
revived the public spirit.

In the mean time the cities of Quebec and
Montreal assumed a military aspect. The

sedentary militia regularly attended drill and

exercise; and all classes manifested a zeal
verging upon enthusiasm for the public service.

On the 5th of July, the regular troops
having previously left Quebec for the district
of Montreal, the sedentary militia of the city,
commenced garrison duty, and the Montreal
militia soon followed the example.* On the

A * The Quebec mxhtg:gtnls relieved of rde n duty on the 12th of
ugust, pursuant to owing order :—
« Militia General Order. e
¢« Head-quarters,—Castle of St. Lewis,
“ Quebec, 3d Aug., 1812.

“ In consequence of the arrival of a reinforcement of troops for this
command, his excellency the governor ti:neral is pleased to dispense
for the present and after the 12th inst., the battalions of Quebec mili-
tia from garrison duty, The very satisfactory report which has been ;
made to his excellency of the and spirit manifested by the officers
and men in volunteering in the most patriotic and disinterested man-
ner to share the duty of this garrison with his Maf'esty’a regular
forces, has afforded the governor general the most lively gratification.
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6th, the whole militia of the province, were, cn‘?.
by a general order, commanded to hold them- X!
selves in readiness to be embodied, and march 1812,
tosuch points as might be requisite for the
defence of the province ; and the flank compa-
nies of the Montreal militia, were formed into
a battalion and armed.

A movement that occurred in the neighbour-
hood of Montreal at this time, the progress of
which was, however, promptly checked by the
interposition of the military,deserves to be men-
tioned. Some young men who had been drafted
into the embodied militia from the parish of
Point Claire, refused to join the battalion into
which they were drafted : four of the delinquents
were apprehended after some opposition by
their adherents, who having rescued one,
threatened to assemble and proceed to La-

and confirmed the opinion which he was always disposed to entertain
of their determination to defend bravely their country, and in imita-
tion of their veteran fathers, evince by deeds, the lcyt:rty they profess.
“ By order of his excellency the commander in chief,
¢ X. LANAUDIERE, dept. adjt. gen. of militia.”

They again resumed garrison duty in October :—

“The three battallions of Quebec militia have revived their garrison
duty by weekly rotation, they want only a little more discipline to be
complete soldiers. This we expect will be accomplished in a short
time. That their hearts beat high in their country’s cause, there can
be no question. A spirt of emulation appears to actnate one and all.
The enemy will do well to keep at a respectful distance.— Quebec
Mercury, October 6, 1812.

“ Office of the adjutant general of militia. ’

« Quebec, 18t October, 1812.

“ His excellency the coramander in chief has been pleased to rein-
state Pierre Bedard and Joseph Levasseur Borgia, esqrs., in the rank
which they formerly held in the 1st. battalion of Quebec militia, with
seniority according to the date of their respective commissions.

“ By order of his excellency the commander in chief.

: # X. LANaUDIERE, dept. adj. gen. of militia.”




18

Chap. prairie, and bring away such of their friends as
XI¥- had already joined the embodied militia at that
1a12. depot.  On the ensuing day, a mob assembled
at Lachine, to the number of between three
and four hundred (some estimate them at a
greater number,) of whom, nearly eighty were
armed with fusils and fowling pieces. Deaf to
remonstrance, it was deemed expedient to call
out the military, and accordingly the light
company of the 49th regiment, and a detach-
ment of artillery with two field-pieces, under
the command of major Plenderleath, proceeded
from Montreal, accompanied by a magistrate ;
who, upon arriving at Lachine, remonstrated
with the assemblage upon their miscounduct.
They, in answer, gave him to understand, that
they were informed the militia bill had not
been sanctioned by the governor and legisla-
tive council, and that consequently, the militia
law was not in force. They, however, with |
repeated shouts of vive le roi, declared they
were ready, one and all, to serve the king
against the common enemy, should the gover- |
nor call for their services. The ferment was
already too high to hope for any good result
from argument. The riot act being therefore
read, the magistrate ordered them to disperse,
and upon their refusing to comply, a round
shot was fired by the artillery, too high to
injure, in order to intimidate them. This was
. instantly returned by the mob, with small arms:
a volley was then fired by the troops with
grape and small arms, but still purposely too
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elevated to do any harm : this was also return- cp,p.
ed. Decision became now absolutely neces- XIV-
sary, and the troops were ordered to direct [5 3
their fire again‘list : e multitude, who immedi-
ately dispersed, keeping upa s ing fire
fron}; thepbushes, an(li) cgaceg\led nl‘);gfhh:gdark-
ness, which began to set in. One man was
found dead, and another dangerously wounded.
A few prisoners were taken and sent to Mont-
real. On the following day a detachment of the
Montreal militia, consisting of four hundred
and fifty men, marched 0 Point Claire, and
from thence to St. Laurent, in the rear of the
Island of Montreal, and brought into town,
twenty-four of the culprits, who, with thirteen
already in custody, made thirty-seven in all.
Many others immediately came into Montreal
to crave the governor’s pardon, which, after
reproving their misconduct and pointing out
the danger wherein they had placed themselves,
he granted, upon condition of their giving up
the deserters of the embodied militia, and
and declaring the ringleaders. Several of these
deluded men were afterwards brought to trial,
and being convicted of rescues and rioting,
were punished by fine and imprisonment.
Hostilities had in the mean time commenced
in Upper Canada, and the most brilliant suc-
cess dgwned upon the british arms in that
quarter. Captain Roberts who was stationed
ut the small post or block-house of St. Joseph’s
situated on an island in lake Huron, to the
zorth-west of Mackinac, and at about forty-five
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chap. iles distance, received, on the eighth of July,
Xi¥. from general Brock, commanding in Upper
Tsre. Canada, a notification dated on the 26th June,
of the declaration of war, with orders to make
an immediate attack upon Mackinac if practi-
cable; or in the event of an attack by the
americaus upon St. Joseph’s, to defend it to the '
utmost, or retreat upon St. Mary’s, a post
belonging to the north-west company, at no
great distance, and to make the best possible
defence. He, however, at once determined
upon an attempt against Mackinac, and hav- |
ing communicated his intentions to Mr. Pothier,
a gentleman of the south-west company, then
“at St. Joseph’s, he was confirmed 1n his reso-
lution, by the approbation and zeal with which
Mr. P. concurred in the enterprise; who, to
facilitate it, patriotically threw open the stores
of the company, and laid every thing in them
that could contribute to its success, at the
disposition of captain Roberts, and at the same
time volunteered his personal services upon the
expedition, attended by about one hundred
and sixty canadian voyageurs, one half of
whom were armed with muskets and fowling
pieces. On the 15th of July, captain Roberts
had prepared his little armament, consisting of
thirty regulars, with two artillery-men and a
sergeant, one hundred and sixty canadians,
and two iron field pieces, neither of which in
an emergency could be of much service; and on
the following day, he set out with his flotilla of
boats and canoes, convoyed by the Caledonia
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brig belonging to the north west company, Chap.
loaded with stores and provisions. On the XIV:
ensuing morning, he effected his landing before 1s12.
Mackinac without opposition, and immediately
summoned the garrison to surrender, which
after a few minutes was complied with, without
the effusion of blood.- The american officer
had no certain intelligence of the declaration
of war previous to the arrival of the british
before Mackinac.* A quantity of military
stores of every description suitable for the
indian trade was found in the fort. Two ves-
sels with furs, not aware of the capture, came
shortly after into the harbour, but the property
was restored to the proprietors, by order of a
board of claims afterwards held at Montreal,
at which major general De Rottenburgh pre-
sided. This achievement, effected by the
promptitude and judicious arrangements of
capt- R. not only inspired the country with
confidence and gave a turn to the present
campaign fatal to the views of America, but
by enabling us to maintain our influence
among the indian nations of the west, which
otherwise must have been lost, essentially
contributed to the successful struggle afterwards
maintained against the american arms in Upper
Canada. General Hull after the capture of
his army and the fall of Detroit, in his official
despatch, relative to these events, attributes
his disasters to the fall of Mackinac; upon the

* The ?rriuon of Mackinac (correctly called Michillimackinac)
consisted of a captain’s command of about seventy-five men.
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surrender of which, as he himself states, almost
every tribe and nation of the indians, except a
part of the Miamies and Delawares, north from
beyond Lake Superior, west from beyond the
Mississippi, south from Ohio and the Wabash,
and east from every part of Upper Canada,
and from all the intermediate country joined in
open hostility against the army he com-
manded.

Previous to the declaration of war, the ame-
rican government had concentrated a division
of their army at Detroit, and in the Michigan
Territory, under the command of brigadier
general Hull, with the intent of following up
their declaration, by an immediate invasion of
Upper Canada, and by that means to intercept
the british influence over the indians, as well
as to maintain co-operating relations ‘with such
forces as might be elsewhere engaged against
the british provinces.

On the 12th of July, this officer, possessed
of discretionary authority from his government,
and having as he thought a sufficient force to
secure an easy and victorious progress in the
upper province, crossed without opposition
from Detroit to Sandwich on the british side,
with about fifteen hundred men. Here he
established his head quarters, and issued a
proclamation memorable from the tone in which
he anticipates the easy conquest of Canada,
and the hostile threat of extermination and
indiscriminate slaughter of every white man
who should be found fighting by the side of an
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indian.* General Brock upon receiving thiscpap.
proclamation at I'ort George, issued on the Xiv.
22d July a proclamation as remarkable for solid 157>
reason and the dignity of its language, asthat

~« By William Hull, brigadier general and commander of the north-
western army of the United States.
‘A PROCLAMATION.
- Inhabitants of Canada !

«+ After thirty years of peace and prosperity the United States have
been driven to arms. The injuries and aggressions, the insults and
indignities of Great Britain have once more left them no alternative
but manly resistance, or unconditional submission.

« The army under my command, has invaded your country, and
the standard of UNION now waves over the territory of Canada. To
the peaceable unoffending inhabitant, it brings neither danger nor

i I come to find enemies, not to make them, I come to
protect, not to injure you.

«Separated by an Immense ocean, and an extensive wilderness
from Great Britain, you have no participation in her councils, nor
interest in her conduct. You have felt her tyranny, you have seen
ner injustice, but I do not ask you to avenge the one or redress the
other. The United States are sufficiently powerful toafford you every
security, consistent with their rights, and your expectations. I tender
vou the invaluable blessings of civil, political and religious liberty,
and their necessary result individual and general prosperity—that
iberty which gave decision to our councils and energy to our conduct
m our struggle for independence, and which conducted us safely and
triumpbantly through the stormy period of the revolution. That
iberty which has raised us to an elevated rank among the nations of
the world, and which has afforded us a greater measure of peace and
wcurity, of wealth and improvement, than ever fell to the ﬁt of any

le. ‘

pegpln the name of my country and by the authority of my Govern-
ment, I promise protection to your persons, property and rights.
Remain at your homes—pursue your peaceful and customary avoca-
ions—raise not your hands against your brethren~—many of your
iathers fought for the freedom and independence we now enjoy.
Being children, therefore,‘of the same family with us, and heirs to
‘e same heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must be hailed by
vou with a cordial welcome. You will be emancipated from tyranny
«d oppression, and restored to the dignified station of freemen.

- l-fad 1 any doubt of eventual success, I mightask your assistance,
wat] do not. I come prepared for every contingency. I have a
fsrce which will look down all opposition, and that force is but the
vanguard of a much greater. If contrary to your own interests, and
ine just expectation of my country, you will be considered and treated
@ enernies, the horrors and calamities of war will stalk before you.
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Chap. Of the american, for its presumption.* He
XIV.,immediately convoked the provincial parliament
Teie Which assembled on the 28th at York, the

capital of Upper Canada; and in the mean

« If the barbharous and savage policy of Great Britain be pursued,
and the savages are let loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our
women and children, this war, will be a war of extermination.

«The first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt with the
scalping knife, will be the si of one indiscriminate scene of
desolation. No white man fo fighting by the side of an Indian,
will be taken prisoner—instant destruction will be his lot. If the
dictates of reason, duty, lj“ustice and humanity, cannot prevent the
employment of a force which respects no rights, and knows no wrong,
it will be prevented by a severe and relentless system of retaliation.

¢« I doubt not your courage and firmness; I will not doubt your
attachment to liberty. If you tender your services voluntarily, they
will be accepted readily.

« The United States offer you peace, liberty, and security. Your
choice lies between these and war, slavery and destruction. Choose
then, but choose wisely ; and may he who knows the justice of our
cause, and who holds 1n his hands the fate of nations, guide you to a
result the most compatible with your rights and interests, your peace

and prosperity. “ W. Hows
. ’

« By the General, ¢ A. F. HoLr,

¢ Capt. 13th regt, U. S. Inf. and aid-de-camp.
Head-quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812.”
¢ PROCLAMATION.

* « The unprovoked declaration or war, by the United States of
America, against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
and its dependencies, has been followed by the actual invasion of this
province In a remote frontier of the western district, by a detachment
of the armed force of the United States. The officer commanding
that detachment, has thought proper to invite his Majesty’s subjects
not merely to a quiet and unresisting submission, but insults tjhem
with a call to seek voluntarily the protection of his government.—
Without condescend.ing to repeat the illiberal epithets bestowed in
this appeal of the american commander to the people of U})per Canada,
on the administration of his Majesty, every inhabitant of the province
is desired to seek the confutation of such indecent slander, in the
review of his own Yarﬁcular circumstances : where is the canadian
subject who can truly affirm to himself that he has been injured by the
government in his person, his liberty or his property? Where is
to be found, in any part of the world, a growth so rapid in wealth anQ

rosperity, as this colony exhibits 7—Settled not thirty years, by a
Ean of veterans, exiled from their former possessions on account of
their loyalty, not a descendant of these brave people to be found
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time despatched colonel Proctor with such Chap.
reinforcements as could be spared, to assume XIV-

v~

the command at Amhertsburgh, then in charge 1s12.
of lieut. colonel St. George. General Hull

who under the fostering liberality of their Sovereign, has not acquired
a property and means of enjoyment superior to what were

by their ancestors. This unequalled prosperity could not have been
attained by the utmost liberality of the government, or the persevering
industry of the people, had not the maritime power of the mother
country secured to iis colonies a safe access to every market where
the produce of their labour was in demand. -

“ unavoidable and immediate consequence of a separation from
Great Britain, must be the loss of this inestimable advantage; and
whatis offered you in ex e? to become a territory of the Uhited
States, and share with them that exclusion from the ocean which the
policy of their present ‘govemment enforces—you are not even flattered
with a participation of their boasted independence, and it is but too
obvious, that once exchanged from the powerful protection of the
Onited Kingdom, you must be re-annexed to the dominion of
France, from which the province of Canada was wrested by the
arms of Great Britain, at a vast expense of blood and treasure, from
no other motive but to relieve her ungrateful people from a cruel
neighbor: this restitution of Canada to the empire of France was the
stipulated reward for the aid afforded to the revolted colonies, now the
United States ; the debt isstill due, and there can be no doubt but the
pledge has been renewed as a consideration for commercial advantages,
or rather for an expected relaxation in the tyranny of France over the
commercial world.—Are you prepared, inhabitants of Upper Canada,
to become willing subjects, or rather slaves, tothe despot who rules
the nations of Europe with a rod of iron ?—if not; arise in a body,
exert your energies, co-operate cordially with the King’s regular
forces, to repel the invader, and do not give cause to your children,
when groaning under the oppression of a foreign master, to reproach
you with having too easily parted with the richest inheritance of this
earth.—a participation in the name, character and freedom of Britons.

“The same spirit of justice, which will make every reasonable
allowance for the unsuccessful efforts of zeal and loyalty, will not fail
to punish the defalcation of ‘}))rinciple: every ¢ ian freeholder is,
by deliberate choice, bound by the most solemn oaths to defend the
monarchy as well as his own property ; to shrink from that engage-
ment is a treason not to be fo%ven : let no man su}l))%ose that if in
this unexpected struggle, his Majesty’s arms should compelled to
yield to an overwhelming force, that the province will be eventually
abandoned ; the endeared relation of its first settlers, the intrinsic
value of its commerce, and the pretensions of its powerful rival to
repoesess the Canadas, are pledges that no peace will be established
between the United States and Great Britain and Ireland, of which

VOL. II. B
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chap. Femained for:some time:inactive, underpretext
m"V'«cvf -nraking, preparation to prosécute -the cam-
Je12-paign with vigour ; but it was the idle:hope -of
-an early insurrection in .his !favor -that lulled
him into this supineness-fatal to his army. ~ Am-
hersiburgh lay but eighteen miles below him,
and the ‘'mud and picketed fortification-of -that
.post was not in a condition to make resistance
againsta regular siege. The american, con-
fident of an easy conquest, had notas yet a
single .cannon or mortar mounted, -and to
-attempt to-take it 4t the point of the bayonet he

the ;lééwraﬁm of these provinces does not make the most ; premiinent
condition. ‘
'Be tiot dismayéd at the unjustifiable threat of the commander of
the eneriy’e forcés, to refuse quarter should an indian a| in the
‘tanks.—%he‘ brave bands of natives which inhabit this colony, were,
like liis ‘Majesty’s subjects, punished for their zeal and fidelity by the
loss ‘of their ;‘go‘ssessio’ns in the late colonies, and rewarded by his |
‘Majesty withlands of superior value in this province; the faith of '
the british govérninent has never yet been violated, they feel that the
" goil they ‘inherit is to them and their posterity protected from the base
dtts 80 frequently devised to overreach their simplicity. By what
heéw priticiple are they to be (flx;vemzd from defending their property 1
1f their ‘warfare, from being different from that of the white people, is
" more terrific to'tlie enémy, let him retrace his steps—they seek him
“tiot~—and caiinof éxpect to find women and children in an inveding
army ; bot'they ate men, and have equal rights with all ether men to
défend themselves and their property when invaded, more especially
“when they fid in the enemy’s camp a férécious and mortal foe using
“the sime Warfife Which the american commander affeets to repyobate.
- «'This in¢onsistent and unjustifiable threat of refusing quarter for '
- gich a chuse 45 being found in arms with-a brother sufferer in defence
' of invaded rights, must be exercised with the certain assurance of
“ retaliatién, not ofly in the limited operations of war in this part of the
“King’s doiminions but in evety gllzaner of the globe, for the national
‘¢hiiracter of Britain is riot less distinguished for humanity than-strict |
“retriblitlve justice, which ‘will consider the execution of this inhuman |
threat as @eliberate nurder, for which every subject of the offending
‘power miist tiake expiation. i
) . “Isaac Brocx, mai. gen.-and president.
. ..1.lﬂ~$§,g Arters, Fort-Geosge. 224 Jt‘t]l;, 1812. ‘
¥y ofder"df is"honor the president, I.'B. Grxae, Capt. A. D. C. |
¢ Gop 8av¥'THE King.” [
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wisely.thought inexpedients Duning this delaych.,‘?..
his situation:-heeame mere and more precarious : XIV-
three detachmeants from his:army were,on three ‘(g5
successive days,, beaten back by a handful of
the 4}st: regiment angd: a few indians, from- the
bridge-aver, tha-river-Canard, three miles from
Amberstburgh, which: they- endeawoured to
seize,, in.opder to open the routs-to that post.
Anpther. detachment;. in attempting to- ford the
river bigher- up,. was(put:ta-flight by a small
party of eighteen an twanty indians, who: lay.
concealad in. the grass: ;l«?,he anemy,. panic
sruek, at their- sudden. and hideous. yell,
fled: with precipitancy, leaving their arms,
acoutsementd and - haversacks.. The british
sloop of war Queen Chanlotte, carrying eighteen.
twenty~-four- poundens, lay in the Detroit river,
oppesite the mouth of the river Canard, so that
it was. impassible for the americans. to.convey
by water to Amhertsburgh any artillery, of
which, after mwuch labour, they had at last
mounted twa twenty-four- pounders. Lieu-
tenant. Rolette, a-provincial officer,. commanding
the armed brig Hiunter,, had, on the 3d of July,
at abgut.ten: o’clack. in: the forenoon, by a.bold
attempt ip. his:barge with only six men, suc-
ceedad, in capturing the Cayahoga. packst,.
bound: from Miami: river tp Detroit, with troops,
and loaded with, haggage and the hospital
stores- of the american army, the.loss of which
was now sevepely felt. Maichilimackinae in his.
rear, had been taken since the commencement
of the invasion, while the Indians. from. that
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quarter were flocking in to the british standard.
Our naval force being superior on the lake,
colonel Proctor pushed over to Brownstown, a
village nearly opposite to Amhersthurgh, twenty
miles below Detroit, a small detachment of the

- 41st regiment under the command of captain

Tallon, with a few-indians, who, on the 5th of .
August, surprised and routed a party of two
hundred americaps under major Vanhorne, on
their way from Detroit to the river Raisin,- to
meet a detachment of volunteers from Ohio
under captain Brush, witha convoy of provi-
sions for the army. In this affair,a guantity of
booty and general Hull’s despatches to the
secretary at war, fell into the hands of the
victors, whereby the deplorable state of the
american army was disclosed; and colonel
Proctor lost no time in sending over a rein-
forcement of one hundred of the 41st regiment,
with some militia and four hundred indians,
the whole commanded by major Muir, under
protection of the Hunter sloop of war. In the
interim, the american general received a des-
patch from general Hall, on the Niagara fron-
tier, intimatin% that he could not expect a co-
operation in that quarter, -which woiuld have
created a diversion in his favour. Such was
the hopeless state of things when the american
general began to be sensible of his danger ;
his army hemmed in on every side, cut off
from its resources, and hourly wasting away
with defeat, death, sickness and fatigue, unsup-
ported by any insurrection of the country peo-
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ple in his favour, and unaided by any co- Chap.
operating army, and above all, dismayed at the XV~
report of general Brock’s resolution to advance jg;2.
against him, his schemes of conquest vanished,
and in the sinking state of his affairs, he saw no
other alternative than a retreat to Detroit,
under the pretence of there concentrating his
main army, and after re-opening his communi-
cation with the rivers Raisin and Miami, through
which he received the whole of his supplies, to
resume offensive operations against Upper
Canada. Accordingly, on the evening of the
seventh and the morning of the eighth of
August, the whole of his army, except a garri-
son of two hundred and fifty men and a few
artillery left in charge of a small fortress they
had thrown up on the british side, a little below
Detroit, recrossed the river. General Hull
now detached a body of six hundred men under
lieutenant colonel Miller, to dislodge the british
from Brownstown, and open the communication
with the rivers Raisin and Miami, upon which
the existence of his army depended. On the
ninth, this detachment was met by the british
and indians, under major Muir, at Maguago,
between Brownstown and Detroit, who, after
a desperate battle, in which the americans lost
seventy-five men, were obliged to retreat, but
with inconsiderable:loss. On the seventh,
. lieutenant Rolette, with the boats of the Queen
Charlotte and Hunter, under cover of the guns
of the latter, attacked and captured a convoy
of eleven batteaux and boats of the enemy,
c 2
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chap. having on board fifty-six of their wounded, and

XIV. two english prisoners, on their way from Ma-

1812, guago to Detroit, escorted by two hundred and
fifty american troops on shore.

. Amidst these reverses of fortune, the ameri-
can general was startled at a summons to surren-
der Detroit, by general Brock, who, after
having closed the public business at York had
prorogued the parliament, and collecting a few
regulars and militia, with incredible exertion,
had reached Ambherstburgh on the 13th of
August.* So resolute a demand, struck the
american commander with dismay, who at the
worst had never contemplated a pursqit into his
own territory by the british. He still, however,

« Heap-QUARTERS, Sandwich, Aug. 15, 1812.

¢ Srr.—The force at my _disposal authorizes me to require of you
the immediate surrender of Fort Detroit.—It is far from my inclina-
nation to join in a war of extermination, but you must be aware.
that the namerous body of indians who have attached themselves 1o
my troops, will be beyond my controul the moment the contest com- '
mences. You will find me disposed to enter into such conditions- as |
will satisfy the most scrupulous sense of honor. Lieut.-Colonel |

M:Donnell and Major Gl?:f are fully authorized to conclude any |
;mgement that may lead to prevent the unnecessary effusion ofl

¢« T have the honour to be,
« Si}, your most obedient servant,
- (Signed) ‘ Isaac Brock, mai';:r-geneml.
« His excellency brig. general Hull, commanding at Fort Detroit.**

« HEAD-QUARTERS, Detroit, Aug. 15, 1812.

« Srr.—I have received your letter of this date. I have no other
reply to make, than to inform you, that I am prepared to meet any
force whichgmay be at your disposal and any consequences whic|
may result from any exertion of it, you may think proper to make.

« 1 avail myself of this opportunity to inform you that the flag of
truce, under the direction of eaptain Brown, proceeded contrary to
the orders, and without the knowledge of Col. Cass, who commanded
the troops which attacked your picket, near the river Canard bridge.

« ] likewise take this occasion to inform you that Gowle’s house
was set on fire, contrary to my orders, and it did not take place untit
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maintained sufficient presence of mind 10 chap.
return a prempt and positive refusal, upon XIV.
receipt of which, the british, who now 5,
occupied the ground lately in possession of the
enemy in front of Detroit, where they threw
up a battery under the directions of captain
Dixon of the royal engineers, commenced -at
about four in the afternoon on the fifteenth, a
brisk cannonade upon Detroit, from two 5§
inch mortars, one eighteen, and two twelve
pounders, under the management of captain
Hall, of the provincial navy, with a party of
sailors, which was continued for upwards of an
hour with great effect. Early on the morning
of the sixteenth, the cannonade recommenced,
while general Brock with about seven hundred
regulars and militia, and six lundred indians,
crossed the river without opposition at the
spring wells, three miles below Detroit under
cover of the Queen Charlotte and Hunter.
This small but resolute force, after forming
-upon the beach, advanced in column, flanked
on the left by the indians, with the river of
Detroit on theirright, and took, at the distance
ofa mile, a position in line, in front of the
american fort, into which the enemy had re-

after the evacuation of the fort.—From the best information I have
been able to obtain on the subject, it was set on fire by some of the
inhabitants on the other side of the river. ’
« 1 am, very respectfully, B
¢ Your excellency’s most obedient servant,
(Signed) «W. HuLL, brig. gen.,
“ Commanding the N. W. army of the U. 8.

“ His excellency mvg;n' general Brock, commanding his britannic
Majesty’s forces, Sandwich, Upper Canada.”?
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chap. tired. Here every preparation was making for
XIV. an immediate assault, when to the surprise of
stz both armies a white flag was seen flying upon .
the walls of the fort, and a messenger advancing
with proposals from the american general to
capitulate. Lieutenant colonel M‘Donnell of

the militia, and major Glegg of the 49th regi-
ment, aid-de-camp to general Brock, immedi-
ately proceeded by his orders to the tent of the
american general, where in a few minutesthey
_dictated the terms of capitulation.* By this, the

* « Capitulation of the fort of Detroit, Aug. 16, 1812.
Camp AT DETROIT, 16th Aug., 1812.

« Capitulation for the surrender of fort Detroit, entered into
between major-general Brock, commanding his britannic Majesty’s
forces on the one part, and brigadier general Hull, commanding the
north western army of the United States, on the other . )

« Art. 1at.—Fort Detroit with all the troops, regulars as well as
militia will be immediately surrendered to the british forces, under
the command of major-general Brock, and will be considered prisoners
of war, with the exception of such of the militia of the Michigan
territory, who have not joined the army.

« Art. 2.—All public stores, arms, and all public documents, includ-
ing everything else of a public nature will be immediately given up.

“ ArtZd 3.—Private persons and property of every description will be
respected.

¢ Art. 4.—His excellency brigadier-general Hull having expressed
adesire, that a detachment from the state of Ohio on its way to join
its army as well as one sent from fort Detroit, under the command of
colonel M¢Arthur, should be included in the above capitulation ; it is
accordingly agreed to. It is however to be understood that such part
of the Ohio militia as have not joined the army, will be permitted to re-
turn to their homes on condition that they will not serve during the war.
Their arms however will be delivered up if belongin‘g to the public.

« Art. 5.—The garrison will march out at the hour of 12 o’clock this
day, and the british forces will take immediate possession of the fort.

(Signed) «J, M‘DoNNELL, Lt.~col. militia, P. A.D. C.
« J, B. GLEGG, major, A. D. C.,
& JamEs MILLER, Lt.-col. 5th regt.,
« E. BrusH, col~U. S. infantry. Com’g 1st
regt. Michigan militia.
« Approved W, HuLL, brigadier general, commanding the N.W. army.
« Approved, Isaac Brock, major general.
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whole of the american army, including a de- chap.
tachment of three hundred and fifty men under X!V
colonels M‘Arthur and Cass, despatched onjgs.
the 14th for the river Raisin, to escort the pro-

» An article supplemental to the articles of capitulation, concluded at

Detroit, 16th August, 1812.

«Jtis agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Ohio militia and
volunteers shall be permitted to proceed to their respective homes, on
this condition,’that they are not to serve during the present war,
unless they are exchanged.

(Signed)  “ W. Howr, brig. gen. commanding N.W. army, U. S.

«Isaac Brock, major general.

- An article in addition to the supplementalarticle of the capitulation,
concluded at Detroit, August 16, 1812. -

« It is further agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Michigan
militia and volunteers, under the command of major Wetherell, shall
be placed on the same principles as the Ohio militia and volunteers
are placed by the supplemental article of the 16th instant.

(Signed) «“ W, HoLy, brig. gen., commanding N.-W. army U. S

A ) « Isaac Brock, major general.

« Return of ordnance taken in the fort and batteries at Detroit,

August 16th, 1812 ,

ORDNANCE.
ndmon. 9 6 4 BRASS
42 pounders ...... o pounders......... 3
12 do.  ........ 8 do. ......... 2
9 do. ........ 5 3 do. ......... 1
6 do. ........ 3 8 inch howitzer..... 1
_ 54 - do......... 1
Total........ 25 Total........ 8
RECAPITULATION.
Irou pieces of ordnance......... 25
Brass ditto.  .........

“ FELIX Tnoucn‘-ron, lieut. commanding royal art’y.
s« Major General Brock, commanding the forces U. Canada.

“ By Isaac Brock, Esq., major-general, commanding his Majesty’s
forces in the province of Umer Canada, &c. &c. &c. :

- Whereas the territory of 'chléfnn was this day, by capitulation,
eded to the arms of his britannic Majesty without any other condition
*5an the protection of private praperty, and wishing to give an early
proof of 'ie moderation and justice of the government, I do hereby
amounce toall the inhabitants of the said territory that the laws here~
sfore in existence shall continue in force until his Majesty’s pleasure
» known, or so long as the safety and peace of the said territory will
omit thereof. AndIdo hereby also declare and make known to the
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‘1o Detroit, became prisoners of wars;, and

1312. Detroit with the Michigan. territory,. sur-

rendered to the british arms. The american

statements of their own strength, nearly coin-

cide with the british reports, which make it

two thousand five hundred men; regulars and
militia. The militia were paroled and permit-

ted to return home, on condition of not serving

during the present war. The regulars were

sent down to Quebec. The british force,
including indians, is acknowledged by the

enemy to-have consisted of only one thousand
and thirty men, or thereabout. Qur own, no

doubt the more correct reports, state it to-have

consisted of three hundred and.thirty regular .
troops, four hundred militia, andsix hundred.

indians, who, upon the present occasion, are
said not to have sullied the glory of the day by

any wanton acts of savage barbarity incident

to the- indian mode of warfare. Twenty-two
pieces.of iron and eight pieces of brass ord-

said inhabitants that they shall be protected in the full enjoyment of
their religion, of which all persons both civil and military will take
notice and govern themselves accordingly.

¢ All persons having in their possession or having knowledge. of
any 'public property shall forthwith deliver in the same, or give
notiee thereof to the officer-commanding or lieutenant colenel Nichol,
who are hereby duly authorized to receive and give proper receipts
for the same.

« Officers of the militia will be held responsible that all arms in
poesession of the militia-men be immediately delivered up, and all
individuals whatever who have in their possession arms of any kind
will deliver-them up without delay.

‘¢ Given under my hand at Detroit, this sixteenth day of Awugust,
1812, and in the ﬁl{v-second year of his Majesty’s reign. ~

(Signed) ¢ Isasc Brock, major-general,”
“ GOD SAVE THE. KING,

Chap. visions in charge of captain Brush, from thence -
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nance, the.latter chiefly of those taken from us chap.
in the ‘revolution, with a quantity of stores of XIV-
every description, and one armed brig, called 515,
the Jobm Adams (afterwards named Detroit,)

fell into the hands df the victors.

Thus ended the first attempt at the conquest
of Upper Canada. The loss of Mackinac and
Detroit, with the flower of their army at the
outset of the war, was’a disgrace ‘which filled
the american government with -consternation
and alarm, as their plans of aggrandisement
were not only totally defeated, but their whole
western frontier was also now laid open to the
mroads of hostile indians, and 4t the mercy of
a people indignant at the late invasion.

General Brock having issued a proctamation
addressed to the inbabitants of the Michigan
Territory, confirming them in the full enjoy-
ment of their property, laws and religion,. left
colonel Proctor in command of Detroit, and
returned -to York, where he arrived on the
twenty-seventh of August, amidst the heartfelt
acclamations of a grateful people, rescued by .
his promptitude from the ignominy of submit-
ting to .a conqueror. In the short space of
nineteen days, he had, with the assistance of
his parliament, settled the public business of
the province, undér the most trying circum-
stances, and having united and prepared his
little army, effected along and fatiguing march
of some hundreds of miles: and with-means
incredibly limited, repelled an invading énemy
of double his force, pursued him into his own
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Chap. territory, and finally had compelled him to
‘XIV. surrender his whole army ; thereby extending
Tsiz. the british dominion without bloodshed, over an
extent of territory almost equal to Upper Ca-
nada. General Hull with the officers and men
of his army, were led into Montreal, on the
evening of the 6th of September, in a triumphal
procession, amidst .the shouts of a scornful
multitude, indignant at. the savage threat of
“extermination he had breathed in his procla-
mation at the outset of his invasion. The
commander of the forces however, received
him with the courtesy and attention due to his
-rank, and unsolicited, allowed him to return
to the states upon his parole; but his officers
with few exceptions were sent to Quebec.* ‘
Our miniature navy on lake Erie, and on
lake Ontario, though the enemy were making
the most active exertions, still maintained a
decided ascendancy, and upon it, depended
the safety of Upper'Canada and the future fate
of the british provinces. General Brock in-
tended to have followed up his first success by
an attempt upon Niagara, a fort nearly opposite
to Fort George; which in all probability as
well as Oswego, and Sacket’s Harbour, the
nursery of the enemy’s fleet and forces, would
have yielded to the terror of his name and the
* General Hull was, some months after his return to the United
States, and after having been regularly exchanged, tried by a general
court martial for his misconduct in this campaign. He was found
guilty and sentenced to be shot, but being recommended on account

of lus services in the revolutionary war, he was pardoned by the
president of the United States. Y the.
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tide of success that attended his arms; but Chap.
controuled by his instructions, he was prevented X7
from adopting measures, which, probably, might 1a;a.
have for ever blasted the hopes of America in

the wypper province. '

The commander of the british forces, con-
scious of the inferiority of his strength, and
uneertain of reinforcements from home, seemed
to have adopted a defensive system, rather
than incyr the risk of wasting his army in
hazardous enterprises which in case of failure
might lead to disasteys ruinous to the provinces
entrusted to his charge. Forbearance to-
wards America had leng been the known and
favorite policy of Great Britain, and there is
cayse to believe that Sir George Prevost acted,
in the present instance, pursuant to directions
from his Majesty’s government, which, in the
hopes of a speedy termination of the differences
with America, studied, by temporizing, to avoid
measures tending to widen the breach and give
cause to the american people to embark heartily
in the quarrel of their government.

Major General Dearborn,commander in chief
of the forces of the United States, had, soon
after the commencement of hostilities, fixed his
head quartersat Greenbush, near Albany, which
was converted into a military depot, with a view
of collecting an army tp overawe Lower Ca-
nada, and, by preventing succours to the upper
province, afford general Hull a facility in his
accomplishment of the conquest of that pro-
vince. Here he received, towards the ens of
VOL. IL D
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July or in the commencement of August, des-
patches from Sir George Prevost, by the

1812. adjutant general, colonel Baynes, bearing a

flag of truce, notifying the repeal of the orders
in council, information whereof had been trans-
mitted his excellency from Halifax, by Mr.
Foster, the late minister in America. A propo-
sition accompanying these, of the propriety of
suspending hostilities, until the pleasure of the
president of the United States should be known,
was submitted to the american general, in the
hope that this conciliatory measure, removing
the alleged principal ground of difference
between the two nations, would be met by a
corresponding disposition on the part of the
american government. General Dearborn rea-
dily consented to an armistice, (except as to
general Hull, who, he said, acted under the
immediate directions of the secretary at war,)
and forwarded the despatches to his govern-
ment, which, miseonstruing this friendly proffer
into a sense of weakness, and of danger on the
part of the british commander, and probably
flushed with the prospect of subjugating Upper
Canada, refused to ratify the armistice. Mes-
sengers had in the meantime been despatched to
Upper Canada, to inform general Brock of the
provisional armistice agreed upon between the
british and american commanders, but the

romptitude of that officer luckily had secured

etroit before their arrival.—So much for deci-
sion in counsel and promptitude in action, in
both of which this excellent soldier was
remarkable.
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CHAPTER XV.

Montreal threatened by the american forces under general
Dearborn—a line of defence formed along the frontier —
various incidents —invasion and defeat of the americans
at Queenston—fall of general Brock—succeeded by gene-
ral Sheaffe—american navy in the ascendant, on lake
Ontario, and threaten Kingston—Dearborn makes a move
towards Montreal—movement of the american forces
under general Smyth, on the Niagara frontier, to invade
Upper Canada, foiled—legislature meet —proceedings—
liberal provision in support of the war-- miscellaneous
matters —proposal to exclude judges from the legislative
council —another attack on the press for pretended breach
of privileges —arrivals at Quebec—revenue and expen-
diture of 1812, &ec. o

THE american government was humbled by chap.
the results of the late invasion, but the capture XV-
of H. M. S. Guerriére, by the United States g0
frigate Constitution, a ship superior to the
former, in tonnage, weight of metal, and the
number of her men, afforded some selace to
their wounded pride. The american forces on
the confines of Lower Canada, under the
immediate command of general Dearborn were .
increasing rapidly, and threatened Montreal
with invasion by St. John’s and Odelltown.
Their force at Niagara, and on the Niagara
frontier under brigadier general Van Ransalaer,
was also already formidable, and afforded good
grounds of apprehension to general Brock of a
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Chap. Speedy irruption from that quarter; while gen-

XV. eral Hyam'sen was actively employed in collect-

1812 ing an army at the river Raisin near Detroit,
from Ohio, and Kentucky. The naval -estab-
lishment at Sacket’s Harbour in the meantime
increased with celerity, and the ascendency
of their fleet on lake Ontario was by the
indefatigable exertions of commodore Chaun-
cey now almost established.

" It was, as yet uncertain at what point their
main force would be directed ; or whether their
object was by a combined movement to over-
whelm both provinces at the sam®’ instant.
The shewy, but unsubstantial legions they had

- assembled, were not, however, dreaded by the
british forces, who were supported by a brave
and loyal militia. :

A cordon was formed along the frontiers of
Lower Canada, from Yamaska to St. Regis,
where the line of separation between the
United States and Lower Canada, touches the
St. Lawrence,consisting of eanadian Voltigeurs,
and part of the embodied militia. A light
brigade of the elite of the forces, regular and
militia, was formed at Blairfindie, under the
command of lietenant colonel Young, of the
8th regiment, consisting of the flank companies
of the 8th, 100th, 103d, regiments, with the
canadian I"encibles, the flank companies of the
Ist battalion of embodied militia, and a small
brigade of the royal artillery, with six field
pieces.

The road to the United States, from the
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camp of Blairfindie (or I’ Acadie) through cnap.
Burtonville and Odelltown, was cut up and XV-
rendered impracticable by abbatis, and everyg;s.
precaution taken to prevent a sudden irruption

from that quarter. The Voltigeurs, with ex-
traordinary perseverance, effected this fatiguing

duty in the course of a very short time, under

the superintendance of their commanding officer
Major De Salaberry. «

The slender reinforcements that arrived this
summer, were barely sufficient to relieve the
citizens of Quebec for a short time from gar-
rison duty. They consisted but of the 103d
regiment from England, with a few recruits
for other regiments; and a battalion of the 1st
(or royal Scots) from the West Indies, and
the three battalions of -Quebec militia resumed
garrison duty in the beginning of October,
which they continued throughout the winter,
each taking in turn its week.

In September, another battalion of the
militia was embodied, principally from the
Montreal militia, called the fifth battalion
(afterwards canadian Chasseurs). The north
west company raised a corps of Voyageurs,
which, however, was disbanded in the ensuing
spring, while the merchants and tradesmen of
the 1st battalion of Montreal sedentary militia,
organised themselves into four companies of
volunteers for garrison duty, and field service
in case of emergency.

A party of one hundred and fifty americans,
under captain Forsyth, crossed over in Sep-

» 2




Chap.

XV.

——~
1812,

22

tember, from Gravelly point to Gananoque,
some miles below Kingston, from whence they
dislodged a party of fifty militia, and took pos-
session of a quantity of arms and ammunition,
which they carriedv away after burning the
store and a small quantity of provisions. Their
conduct is represented - to have been disgrace-
ful towards the defenceless inhabitants.

From the frequent interruption of the con-
voys from Montreal, or rather Lachine, to
Kingston in Upper Canada, by the americans
at Ogdensburgg, opposite Prescott ; colonel
Lethbridge commanding the latter, formed the
design of dislodging the enemy and possessing
himself of Ogdensburgh. With a view to effect
this purpose, he assembled a force of seven
hundred and fifty men, regulars and militia,
and having collected a sufficient number of
batteaux, he pushed off in the forenoon of the
4th of October, under cover of a cannonade
from Prescott, with twenty-five batteaux escort-
ed by two gun-boats. T{ey advanced without
opposition, until mid-channel, when the enemy
opened a tremendous discharge of artillery,
which checked - their progress. A confusion
immediately ensued, and they were compelled
to make a precipitate retreat, with the loss of
three men killed and four wounded. The
americans were commanded by brigadier gene-
ral Brown, and behaved with much coolness
and intrepidity. This enterprise, undertaken
without the sanction of the commander of the
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forces, was censured by him; and the public cp,p.
opinion condemned it as rash. XV,

On the ninth of October, the armed brig Jarz.
Detroit, recently taken at Detroit, and the brig =
Caledonia, with a quantity of furs belonging to
the north-west company, having arrived the
preceding day from Detroit, with Erisoners,
were boarded opposite Fort Erie, before the
'dawn of day, by a party of upwards of two
hundred americans, in boats manned by sea-
men. They succeeded in cutting the cables,
and the vessels drifted towards the american
shore. The Caledonia grounded at Black Rock,
and the Detroit upon Squaw Island, a small
distance from the american side. The crew,
after a severe contest being made prisoners, a
party of men from Fort Erie, succeeded in
boarding and dismantling her in a fog, amidst a
warm fire of the enemy, and at about ten at
night she was blown up. Some lives were lost
upon this occasion; among the americans a
major Cuyler, who was killed by a shot from
Fort Erie, as he was riding along the beach
on the opposite side of the river.

General Brock, who with unwearied dili-
gence had watched the motions of the american
forces upon the Niagara frontier, commanded
by major general Van Ransalaer, was con-
vinced from the movements he had observed
on that shore, that an invasion was premeditat-
ed, and kept his slender force upon the alert.

On the 4th of October a spy was sent over to
the british side, who returned with information
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cnap. that general Brock had moved on to Detroit
XV. with all the force that could be spared. Eu:
1012, couraged by these news, every preparation
was taken for a descent upon Queenston
On the morning of the 11th, their forces werﬁ
concentrated at Lewiston, opposite that place,
. with a view of making an attack upon the
latter ; but through the neglect or cowardice
of the officer entrusted with preparing an
conducting the boats to the place of embarka
tion, the attack miscarried. Early in th
morning of the 13th, their forces were again
concentrated at Lewiston, and the troops em-
barked under cover of a battery of twoeightee
and two six pounders. This movement bein
soon discovered, a brisk fire was openéd upo
them from the british shore, by the troops,” an
from three batteries. The americans com
menced a cannonade to sweep the shore, bu
with little effect. The first division unde
colonel Van Ransalaer, effected their landin
unobserved under the heights a little abov
Queenston, ard mounting the ascent, attacke
and carried an eighteen pounder batiery, an
dislodged the light company of the 49th regi-
ment. The enemy were in the meantime
pushing over in boats, and notwithstandjng the
current and eddies, here rapid and numerous
" and a tremendous-discharge of artillery whic
shattered many of their boats, persevered with
dauntless resolution, and effected a landing
close upon Queenston, where they were
opposed by the grenadiers of the 49th regiment
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and the York volunteer militia, with a determi- Chap.!
nation verging upon desperation. The carnage X'_
became terrible. The british being over- 1:12.
vhelmed with numbers, were compelled to
rtire some distance into a hollow. General
Brock, who was at Niagara, a short distance
below, having heard the cannonade, arriving

at that moment, the grey of the morning, with

his provincial aid-de-camp, Lt.-col. M‘Donnell,

from that place, and having rallied the grenadiers

of his favorite 49th, wasleading them on to the
charge, when he received a musket ball in his
hreast, which almost immediately terminated

his existence. In the interim, the light com-
pany, supported by a party of the Yorkers,
rallied, and reascended to dislodge the enemy
from the heights. They formed and advanced

to the charge, exposed to a smart fire, but find-

ing the enemy posted behind trees, so that a
charge could have little effect, they desisted,

and separating, posted themselves in like man-

ter, and kept up a sharp fire for some time.
Lieut. col. M‘Donnell who had joined them
while forming for the charge, and was encou-
raging the men, received a ball in his back, as

his horse, which had been wounded, was in

the act of wheeling. He survived his woand

but t wenty-four hours, inthe most excruciating
pain. The americans having effected their
landing with an overwhelming force, the british
were obliged to give way, and suspend the

fight until the arrival of reinforcements, leaving

the americans in possession of the heights.
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Chep. General Sheaffe soon after came up with a
XV. reinforcement of three hundred men of the 41st
1812, regiment, two companies of militia, and two
hundred and fifty Indians. Reinforcements
having also arrived from Chippawa, the general
collected his whole force,amounting to upwards

- of eight hundred men, and leaving two field
ieces, with about thirty men under lieutenant
olcroft of the royal artillery, in front of
Queenston, as a check to prevent the enemy!
from occupying the village, proceeded by a
circuitous route to gain the rear of the heights
upon which the enemy were posted. 'The
indians, being more alert than the troops, first
surmounted the hill, and commenced the
attack, but were repulsed and fell back upon
the main body, who formed with celerity, and
upon the word, advanced to'the charge under!
a heavy shower of musketry. The british sat
yp a shout, accompanied with the war-whoop
of the indians, and advanced at the double
quick pace, when the americans struck with
terror, gave way and fled in all directions,
some concealing themselves in the bushes,
others precipitating themselves down the pre-
cipice and being either killed by the fall,
or drowned in the attempt to swim the river.
A terrible slaughter ensued, by the indians,
whose vengeance it was impossible to restrain,
until a white flag was observed ascending the
hill with offers of an unconditional surrender,
which were accepted. An armistice of three
days was proposed by the american and
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granted by the british general, in order to take Chap.
care of their wounded and bury their dead, on XV-
condition of destroying their batteaux, which T3,
was immediately complied with. One general
officer, (Wadsworth) two lieutenant-colonels,
five majors, a multitude of captains and subal-
terns, with nine hundred men, one field-piece,
and a stand of colours, were the fruits of this
important victory ; the enemy having lost in
killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners, up-
wards of fifteen hundred men. General Van
Ransalaer, before the arrival of the reinforce-
ments from Niagara, under general Sheaffe
finding the fate of the day still' undetermined,
his troops almost exhausted with fatigue, and
falling short of ammunition, had returned to the
american shore, to urge across reinforcements,
from the embodied militia ; but they, notwith-
standing every menace, and entreaty, on his
part, unanimously refused. In this dilemma, he
wrote a note to -general Wadsworth, who
remained with the americans, on the Queens-
ton heights, informing him of the situation of
thipgs, and leaving the course to be pursued,.
much to his own judgment,.assuring him that if
he thought best to retreat, he would send as
many boats as he could command, and cover
his retreat, by every fire he could make. But
before the latter had time to resolve upon any
mode of security or retreat, the spirited advance
of the british had decided the fate of the day.
Thus ended, in their total discomfiture, the
second attempt of the americans to invade
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Chap. Upper Canada. The loss of the british. is said
XV. to have been about twenty killed, including
1812, Indians, and between fifty and sixty wounded.
The fall of general Brock, the idol of the army,
and of the people of Upper Capada, was an
irreparable loss, and cast a shade over the
glory of this dear-bought victory. He was a
native of Guernsey, of an ancient a reputable
family, distinguished in the profession of arms.
He had served for some years in Canada, and
in some of the principal campaigns in Europe.
He commanded a detachment of his favorite
49th regiment, on the expedition to Copenha-
gen with lord Nelson. He was one of those
men who seem born to influence mankind, and
mark the age in which they live. As a soldier
he was brave to a fault, and not less judicious
than decisive in his measures. The energy of
his character was expressed in his robust and
manly person. As a civil governor, he was
firm, prudent and equitable. In fine, whether,
viewed as a man, a statesman, or a soldier, he
equally deserves the esteem and respect of his
contemporaries and of posterity. The indians,
who flocked to his standard, were enthusiasti-
cally attached to him. He fell at the early age
of forty-two years. The remains of this gal-
lant officer were, during the funeral service,
honored with a discharge of minute guns from
the american, as well as british batteries, and
“with those of his aid-de-camp lieutenant colonel
M<Donnell, interred in the same grave at
Fort George, on the 16th October, amidst the
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tears of an affectionate soldiery and a grateful chap.
people, who will revere his memory, and hold :‘W
up to their posterity the imperishable name of js;2.
Brock. ‘

The civil and military commands in Upper
Canada now devolved upon major general
Sheaffe, afriend and fellow soldier of his pre-
decessor. He paroled general Wadsworth
and some of the principal officers. The. re-
mainder were sent to Quebec. Among the
american prisoners, twenty-three men were
found, who having declared themselves british
born subjects were sent to England for trial as
traitors. 'This gave occasion to retaliate upon
british priseners in America,- and a like number
of the latter were put into close confinement as
hostages for the safety of the traitors, by order
of the american government. This circuin-
stance led to diseussions that will be noticed in
their proper place. '

On the eighteenth of October, general Smyth
assumed the command at Niagara, and applied
to the british general for an armistice which
was agreed upon, and to continue until thirty
hours after notice of its termination..

On the 23d of October, a party of near four
hundred americans from Plattsburg under major -
Young, surprised the picquet at the indian
vilfage of St. Regis. Twenty-three men were
made prisoners, by the enemy, and lieutenant
Rototte, sergeant M*Gillivray and six men slain.
The piquet consisted of a detachment of cana-

dian voyageurs. The americans in plundering
YoL. II ) E
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Chap, the village found an ensign or Union Jack, in

XV: the house of the interpreter, usually hoisted

1812. upon a flag staff, at the door of the chief, on
Sundays or holy-days. This piece of murder
and thievery was magnified into a feat—*¢ these
béing,”—said the american major, inan order
issued upon the occasion—* the first colours
taken during the war.”* This occurrence was,
however,counterpoised by an attack upon a party
of americans at Salmon river, near St. Regis, on
the 23d November, by detachments of the royal
artillery, 49th regiment, and Glengary light
infantry, amounting to seventy men, with detach-
ments from the Cornwall and Glengary militia,
of near the same number, the whole under the
command of lieut. col. M‘Millan. In this affair,
the enemy took to a block house, but finding
themselves surrounded, surrendered prisoners
of war. One captain, two subalterns, and forty-
one men became prisoners on this occasion,
and four batteaux, and fifty seven stand of arms
were taken.

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes of war, and
the internal difficulties with which the american
government had to struggle, the most active
preparations were in progress for invading the
Canadas. Major-general Dearborn was at the
head of ten thousand men, on the confines of
Lower Canada: our fleet, though superior
to theirs in the spring and summer on lake

*® The taking, indeed, of a fortress and its flag, by storm or other-
wise, as well as the colours of an enemy in action, in open and hono-
rable warfare, is quite another thing, and truly would be creditable to
the captors. ,
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Ontario, dare not now even contest with the chap.
americans for the command of the lake.— XV-
General Smyth had an army of six thousand j51;
men on the Niagara frontier, and general Har-
rison-on the river Raisin, over-awed Detroit
with his Ohio and Kentucky men. From these
hostile appearances it was evident that the
enemy still meditated a combined movement,
but the uncertainty of the point against which
their main strength would be aimed, kept our
army constantly on the alert. On the ninth of
November, the american fleet consisting of
seven sail, with a considerable number of troops,
after chasing the Royal George into Kingston
channel, cannonaded her for some time ; being,
however, warmly received by the batteries as
well as the ships, they hauled off and bet up
under a heavy fire to Four Mile Point, and
anchored, with a view of renewing the attack,
at a more favorable opportunity. Early on the
ensuing morning they got under way, and beat
out of the channel, under a heavy press of sail,
to the open lake, where they fell in with the
governor Simcoe, from Niagara, running for
Kingston, and chased her into the harbour;
she eluded their pursuit, by running over a reef
of rocks. The weather becoming boisterous,
the fleet bore away for Sacket’s Harbour, after
having taken in their cruise two schooners, in
one of which captain Brock, pay-master of the
49th regiment, was made prisoner. He was
paroled by commodore Chauncey, who gene-
rously restored the plate and effects taken with
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Chap. him, beloﬁging to his late relative, genl. Brock. |

The american forces, under general Dearborn,

had, in the mean time, gradually approached

the frontier of Lower Canada, and early on the
seventeenth of November, 1812, major De
Salaberry, of the canadian Voltigeurs, com-
manding the cordon and advanced posts on the
lines, received information at St. Phillip’s, that
the enemy, to the number of ten thousand,
were advancing upon Odelltown. He accord-
ingly strengthened his position, at the river La

Cole, by two companies of canadian Volti-

geurs, three hundred indians, and a small body
of militia volunteers, from the neighbouring

arishes. The enemy occupied Champlain

-Town, twa or three miles from the lines, and

an earnest invasion was momently expected.
Nothing occurred, of any consequence, umtil
the 20th, in the morning, when the captain of
the day, visiting the picket, between three and
four o’clock, perceived the enemy fording the
river La Cole, and, at the same instant, heard
them cock their firelocks in the surrounding
woods. He had scarcely time to apprise the
picquet of their danger, when the enemy, who
had surrounded the guard-hut on all sides,
discharged a volley of musketry so close that the
wads sat fire to the roof and consumed the hut.
The militia and indians discharged their pieces,
and pushing through the ranks of the enemy,
escaped unhurt, while the americans, who had
forded the river in two places, mistaking each
ather in the darkness and confusion of the night,
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for the enemy, kept up a brisk fire for near Chap.
half an hour, ‘at each other, in which they killed XV
and wounded several of their own people. 1812.
After discovering their error, they retired to
Champlain, leaving five men wounded, and
three or four killed, who were found by the.
indians on the same day. This party is said to
have consisted of fourteen hundred men and a
troop of dragoons, and was commanded by
colonels Pyke and Clarke.

This movement of the enemy, gave room to
expect another more vigorous attempt to invade
Lower Canada, and on the 22d, the Governor,
by a general order, directed the whole militia
of the province, to consider themselves com-
manded for active service, and to be prepared
to move forward to meet the enemy, as soon
asrequired. Lieut. colonel Deschambault was
ordered to cross the St. Lawrence at Lachine
to Caghnawaga, with the Pointe Claire, Riviére
du Chéne, Vaudreuil and Longe Pointe bat-
talions, and to march upon PAcadie. The
volunteers of the 1st battalion of Montreal
militia, the flank companies of the second and
third battalions, and a troop of militia dragoons
crossed the river to Longueuil and Laprairie,
and the whole population in the district of
Montreal made a simultaneous movement to-
wards the point of invasion, with an enthusiasm
unsurpassed in any age or country. General
Dearborn, who, no doubt was well informed of
the state of the public mind in Lower Canada,

E 2
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at this crisis, foresaw, from the multitude
assembled to oppose his progress, and the
the hostile #pirit of the canadians, the fruit-
lessness of an attempt to invade Lower Canada,
began to withdraw his sickly and already
enfeebled host, into winter quarters at Platts-
burg and Burlington. Whether he earnestly
contemplated an invasion, or only intended this
movement as a feint to create a diversion in
favor of the army under general Smyth, on the
Niagara frontier, remains a question.. All
apprehensions of an invasion of Lower Canada,
for the present season, having disappeared,
the troops and embodied militia were on the
27th November, ordered into winter quarters.

The armistice concluded between generals

Smyth and Sheaffe, after the battle of Queens-
ton, terminated on the 20th November, pur-
suant to notification to that effect from the
former. This, and the former armistice, with-
out affording any present advantage, proved in
the event, of material prejudice to the british
on lake Erie. The americans availed them-
selves of so favorable an occasion to forward
their naval stores, unmolested, from Black
Rock to Presque Isle, by water, which the
could not otherwise have effected, but wit
immense trouble and expense, by land,
and equipped at leisurc the fleet which after-
wards wrested from us the command of that
lake.

General Smyth also had, during the armis-
tice, exerted himself in preparing boats for
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another attempt to invade the upper province,‘cu.‘r.
near Fort Erie, at the foot of that lake.* X

. lamation, rather an original thing of the kind, issued by '1812.
this gentleman, in contemplation of. his intended invasion, is as
follows :—

“ To THE SOLDIERS OF THE ARMY OF THE CENTRE.

¢ Companions in arms !—The time is at hand when you will cross
the streams of Niagara to conquer Canada, and fo secure the peace of’
the american frontier. . X

“You will enter a country that is to be one of the United States.
You will arrive among a people who are to become your fellow citi-
zens. It is not against them that we come to make war. It is
against that government which holds them as vassals.

««You will make this war as little as ible distressful to the
canadian people. It they are peaceable, they are to be secure in their
persons ; in their property, as far as our imperious necessities
will allow. oo

« Private plundering is absolutely forbidden. Awny  soldier who
quits his rank to plunder on the field of battle, wiltbe punished in the
most exemplary manner. i

*¢ But your just rights as soldiers will be maintained ; whatever is
booty by the usages of war, you shall have. All horses belonging to
d\euﬁﬁ and cavalry ; all waggons and teams in public service,
will be sold for the benefit of the captors. Public stores will be secured
for the service of the U. States. e government will, with justice,
py you the value.

 The horses drawing the light artillery, of the enemy, are wanted
for the service of the United States. I will order TWO HUNDRED
DOLLARS for each to be paid the party who may take them. 1 will
als order FORTY DOLLARS to be paid for the arms and spoils of
each savage warrior, who shall be killed.

« Soldiers ! you are amply provided for war. You are superior in -
mmber to the enemy. Your personal strength and activity are
greater.  Your weapons are longer. The regular soldiers of the enemy
are generally old men, whose best years have been spent in the sickly
climate of the West Indies. They will not be able to stand before
you—you, who charge with the bayonet. You have seen indians
tuch as those hired by the british to murder women and children, and
kill and scalp the wounded. You haveseen their dances and grimaces,
and heard their yells. Can you fear them? No, you hold them in
the utmost contempt.

Volunteers !—Disloyal and traitorous men have endeavoured to

. dissuade you from your duty. Sométimes they say, if you enter
| Canada, you will be held to service for five years. At others, they
uy, you will not be furnished with supplies. At other times, the

ny, that if you are wounded, the government will not provide for
you by pensions. The just and generous course pursued by govern-
ment towards the volunteers who fought at Tippecanoe, furnishes an
wswer to the last objection. The othersare too absurd to deserve any.

!
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Chap. Early on the morning of the 28th Nov. the
=._enemy effected a landing on the british side,
1812. with a division of fourteen boats rowed by
‘'sailors, with about thirty men each, at the
upper end of Grand Isle between Fort Erie
and Chippawa. They wereresolutely opposed
by lieutenant King of the royal artillery, and
lieutenant Lamont and Bartley with detach-
ments of thirty and thirty five men each, “of the
49thregt. Lieutenants King and Lamont were
wounded, and their men being overwhelmed
by numbers gave way, after spiking the guns;
these two officers with about thirty men,
were made prisoners and sent over to the
american side. Lieut. Bartley in the meantime,
after a determined resistance,by which his force
was reduced to seventeen effective men, was
compelled to retire, being threatened by a
movement of the enemy on his flank. In the
interim, the boats with the prisoners and as
many americans as could crowd into them,

¢ Polunfeers! 1 esteem your generous and patriotic motives. You
have made sacrifices on the altar of your country. You will not suffer
the enemies of your fame to mislead you from the path of duty and
honor, and deprive you of the esteem of a grateful country. You will
shun the efernal infamy that awaits the man, who having come within

. sight of the enemy, basely shriuks in the moment of trial.

« Soldiers of etm&y corps ! Itis in f'our power to retrieve the honor
of your country and to cover yourselves with glory. Every man who
performs a gallant action shall have his name made known to the
nation. Rewards and honowss await the brave. Infamy and con-
tempt are reserved for cowards. Companions in arms! You came
to vanquish a valiant foe, I know the choice you will make. Come
on, my heroes! And when you attack the enemy’s batteries let your
rallying word be, ¢ The Cannon lost at Detroit or Death !

ALEXANDER SMYTH,
Brigadier general commanding.

Camp near Buffalo, 17th Nov., 1812.
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returning, left captain King, aid-de-camp to chap.
the american general, with a few officers and XV-
" about forty men, who moved down the shore g2,
of the river, but being pursued by major
Ormsby, from Fort Erie, were made prisoners,
after a feeble resistance. At about seven
o’clock in the morning, another division of
eighteen boats were seen advancing to effect a
landing two miles lower down than the former.
Colonel -Bishopp having, upon the first alarm,
moved from Chippawa, had now formed a
junction with major Ormsby, from Fort Erie,
and commanding a force of nearly eleven hun-
dred men, cousisting of detachments of the
41st, 49th and royal Newfoundland regiments,

a body of militia under lieut. col. Clark and
major Hall, and some indians, waited for the -
enemy on the shore. Their approach was
welcomed with three cheers, and a steady and
effectual fire opened upon them from musketry
and a six poundér (under the command of
captain Kirby of the royal artillery) which
destroyed two of their boats, threw the remain-
der into confusion, and compelled them to take
flight. The enemy, for a part of the day,
made a display of their force on their own side
of the river, but perceiving the british bad
unspiked and remounted the guns which had
fallen into their hands in the morning, they,
with a view of retiritig unmolested from our
fire, by gaining alittle time, sent over a flag to
colonel Bishopp to summons the surrender of
Fort Erie, to save the effusion of human blood,



58
" chap. who laconically answered ¢ come and take it.””
XV. Preparations were made for another descent on
Teiz, the Canada side, on the morning of the 1st of
December, but through mismanagement in
embarking their troops, and a deficiency of pro-
visions, the project miscarried, and the troops'
were ordered to re-land and hut themselves
for the winter. Murmer and discontent crept
into the american camp, and general Smyth
was obliged to take flight, to save himself from
the indignation of his army, which, from death,
sickness and defection, soon ceased to be an
object of apprehension to the british in their |
neighbourhood. This was the termination of
the third attempt to invade Upper Canada, and
the result of the formidable preparations of the
american government.to conquer the Canadas.
The legislature of Lower Canada, assembled |
on the 29th of December. The governor, at
the opening of the session, expressed his confi-
dence in the people, the fruits of whose loyalty
were the .honorable termination of the cam-
paign without effusion of blood, loss of terri-
tory, or a recourse to martial law :—

¢ The complete discomfiture of the plans of the enemy,
for the conquest of Upper Canada, by the capture of Michil-
limackinac and Detroit, and by the surrender of the whole of
the invading army, with its general—the brilliant achieve-
ment at Queenston, though clonded by the death, in the
hour of victory, of the gallant and much lamented major-
general Brock —together with the other recent advantages
gained over the enemy, both in Lower and Upper Canada,
are subjects of sincere congratulation, and demand our fer-
vent acknowledgments to the great ruler of the universe,
for these his undeserved mercies.
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“But itis not only for the success with which the ..
Almighty has blessed his Majesty’s arms in the Canadas, xw}’,
that I have to congratulate you:—a more remote scene, w~~
where british valour has appeared in its native vigour, calls1812.
forth additional exultation, and encourages the expectation,
that the miseries which have so long desolated Portugal and
Spain, are at length arrested in their course, by the splendid
victories lately achieved in the latter country by general the
marquis of Wellington.”

He thanked the house, in the name of the
Prince Regent, for the assurance of attachment
and support they had promised in their answer
to his speech at the opening of parliament, in
the preceding month of February, and acquaint-
ed them that—* his royal highness placed that
confidence in the courage and loyalty of his
Majesty’s canadian subjects which made him
equally fearless of the result of any direct
attack upon them, and of any insidious attempts
to alienate their affection from his government.”
—He informed them of the beneficial effects
resulting from the army bill act, and recom-
mended it to their further consideration.—* He
had”—he observed—¢ according to tht powers
vested in him by the legislature, called forth
the militia to assist in the defence of the pro-
vince, and with the most cheering satisfaction
had been a witness of that public spirit, that
steady order, and that love of their country,
their religion and their laws, which they had
manifested on this occasion, and which, by
animating and uniting all classes of his Majes-
ty’s subjects, could not fail, under Divine
Providence, to make them safe at home and
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Chap. respected abroad.”—He recommended a revi-
XV. sion of the militia faws, and concluded by
1813, urging the necessity of dispatch, in conducting

the public business.
The assembly, in answer, observed :—

. ¢« It is with no common degree of satisfaction, that we
receive from your excellency, such unequivocal testimony
of the voluntary exertions of all ranks of people, to second
your excelency in the execution of those precautionary mea-
sures which you had in your wisdom adopted, for the
defence of the province, and its preservation from menaced
invasion.
¢ We feel it incumbent on us to state to your excellency,
that not only that part of his Majesty s subjects who have
been placed in your immediate view, but the entire popula-
tion of the country, are devoted to the cause, and wvill
cheerfully make every sacrifice which the safety of their
country and its future happiness may require, at this truly
important and ¢ritical conjuncture, thereby assuring to them-
selves a superior elaim to the confidence and affection of
their beloved sovereign.
¢« Considering the limited resources placed in the hands
of your excellency, at the commencement of the almost
unexpected, and entirely unprovoked war, declared by the
government of the United States of America, against hisg
Majesty, amd the contemptuous language, and inconsiderate
threats, which accompanied and followed that declaration ,
although we were conscious that such could not fail to arouse
the hereditary spirit of the country, we have great reason to
rejoice that the campaign hes terminated without the effu-
sion of blood, without loss of territory, and without inter-
ruption to the most important habits of peace by a recourse
to martial law. To the energetic yet mild and conciliating
measures of your excellency, to the devotion of his Majes-
ty’s canadian subjects, and to the rightful cause of a beloved
sovereign, we ascribe that happy and honorable termination .
« The public spirit and determined resolution, inspired
by the love of their country, their religion and their lawwn,
- which were manifested by the militia, when called forth by
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Jour exeellency in tlie defence of the province, and to which cpap.
your excellency bears such swong and henorable testimony, XV.
continues to animate and unite all classes of his Majesty’s —~~
mbjects, and will, we trust, under the blessings of Divine 1813.
Providence, ensure our safety at home, and make us res-
pected abroad.”

“ The semtiments”—said his excellency, in
reply—¢ contained in your address, are worthy
of the representatives of a loyal, brave and | ~ -
enlightened people, and demand my warmest
acknowledgments.” !

Among the first proceedings of the house of
assembly, in this session, was an enquiry into
the camses and injurious comsequences that
might have resulted from the delay incurred in
the publication of the laws of the provincial
parliament, passed in the session thereof begun
and holden on the 21st Februax.‘yy precedimg.
This measure, moved by Mr. James Stuart,
was, for some titme, persevered in with unre-
mitted assiduity, and with the apparent inten-
tion to palliaste the guilt of the rioters at
Lachine, but in reality to embarrass, it was
thought, the government, against which, on
account of his recent dismissal, by Sir J. H.
Craig, from the solicitor generalship, he now
set himself in array. Among those summoned
on this occasion, to attend the bar of the house
of assembly, were the clerk and other officers.
of the legislative council, which, not having
been previously consulted by the lower house,
refused to allow their servants to be examined
at the bar of the latter. The legidlative coun-
YOL. IR F
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Chap. cil, however, after deliberdtion, permitted

XV them to be examined by the house of assembly,

1813, under a species of protest, from a desire to
remove every possible obstacle to the immedi-
ate discussion of measures requisite for the
defence of .the province, reserving, for a more
convenient occasion, the question of their
privileges in this respect. Nothing of im-
portance resulted from the enquiry. The
subject of appointing an agent in England was
fesumed by the house in the present session,
but postponed. To support the expense of
the war, an income tax upon salaries from
government was proposed in the lower house,
in the proportion of fifteen per cent upon every
salary of £1,500 and upwards, per annum,
twelve per cent upon £1,000 and upwards,
ten per cent upon £500 and upwards,
and five per cent upon every £250, and
upwards. A bill to that effect was passed
in the lower house, but rejected by the
legislative council.

] The assembly took into consideration, at
the instance of Mr. Stuart, the power and
authority exercised by his Majesty’s courts
in this province, under the denomination of
Rules of Practice. The result, or rather
progress of this enquiry, during the sub-
sequent session, we shall notice in its turn.
—The house, in taking into consideration,
on motion of Mr. Stuart, that part of the

" governor’s speech, in which reference was had
to martial law, came to resolutions strongly
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uverse to a recourse to it* The army bill Chep.
act was renewed and extended: five hundred XV
thousand pounds were authorised to be put;sis.
into circulation, and, in order to secure their
credit, commissioners were appointed to estab-
lish, at regular periods, #the current rate of
exchange, of bills upon London, which the
holders, wupon application, were entitled to
obtain from government. Fifteen thousand
pounds were granted by the parliament to
equip the embodied militia, one thousand
pounds to provide for hospitals for the militia,
and twenty-five thousand pounds towards the
support of the war. The further sum of four
hundred pounds was granted. to improve and
facilitate the communication between Lower
and Upper Canada; but no amendment was
made’ to the militia laws, owing to a disagree-
ment on the subject, between the lower and
upper houses. A duty of two and a half per
cent,upon all merchandise, provisions excepted,
imported into the province, and two and a half

* i Resolved—That it is the opinion of this committee, that all
oecasion or pretence for recurring in this province, to martial law, in
the sense, in which it is understood, in the constitutional or public
law.of England, hath been taken away by the act of the parliament of
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, ¢ an act
for punishing mutiny and desertion, and for the better payment of the
army, in their %uarters 3>’ by the ¢ rules and articles for the better
government of his Majesty’s forces ;> and by the militia laws of this
province ; whereby the executive government hath become, and is
vested with all the powers necessary to enable it to provide for the
safety of this province, in the present conjuncture.

“ lved—That it is the opinion of this committee, that the limits
and operation of martial law, as above stated, could not, nor can, be
legally enlarged in this province, without the authority of the provin-
cial parliament.”

These were carried by a vote of 18 to 15.
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chap. PET cent more, upon merchandise imported
- into the province, by persons not actually
1513, therein resident six months previous to such
importation, was granted for the support of
the war. The legislature was prorogued on
the fifteenth of Febmary, the governor thank-
ing the assembly for the liberality with which
they had granted to his Majesty the supplies
necessary for the public service :—

« The present crisis”’—said his excellency,—* will, in
all probability, call for sacrifices which your loyalty and
patriotism will, I trust, lead you without hesitation to make

» —And I look forward from your good example, to a cheer-
ful acquiescence on the part of all his Majesty’s subjects in
the province, in whatever may be required of them for the
defence of the country, and for the preservation of the bless-
ings they enjoy under his Majesty’s mild and paternal
government.”

Among the miscellaneous matters of the
session, the following are entitled to notice :—
Mr. Lee moved that the house should go into
committee of the whole to enquire into the
necessity of preventing, either by bill or repre-
sentation to his Majesty and the two other
branches of the imperial parliament, the judges
of the court of king's bench from having deli-
berative votes in the legislative council of this,
province. The consideration of the motiert
was postponed, but the progress of the idea
will be perceived as we proceed, until it finally
was realised. '

The assembly made another attack, this
session, upon the press. " An articlein “ The
Quebec Mercury,” addressed “ To a party
leader,” (understood to mean Mr. Jas. Stuart,
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then one of the most active, if not at the head, Chap.
of the opposition,) and signed * Juniolus cana- XV
densis,” * being, on motion of Mr. Lee, voted 1g3.

* This document is given not from any intrinsic importance, it
possesses, but, that the reader may understand what constituted in
those sensitive times, ¢ a false and a scandalous libel and manifest
breach of the privileges” of the house of assembly. :

- “ Lln'nzn tz: A PARTY Lmtn.m .

“You are now, sir, playing most conspicuous ina very

extraordinary scene. 0se who are dis to view your actions

favourably, say, that you are practising a refinement of candour and

delicacy of justice, which has seldom been surpassed. You were

stript of an official situation by the late governor ; your friends, and

perzfsr some others, thought that the act was an unwarrantable

stretch of authority, and executed without euch sufficient grounds,

28 he was well known usually to act upon, He is gone ; and you are

determined to vindicate his memory—yes~you will sacrifice yourself
to your sense of justice, and shew the public that you were really

unworthy of the place you then held. You will shew them, that
however insufficient in themselves, the grounds upon which the late

governor proceeded, he was guided by an anticipating discernment
into your ¢ ter, and a provident caution against its natural effects.

With a generous and excessive zeal of reparation, with a determina-
tion to do away, at any hazard, the impression of which you hap-
pened to be the cause, you have embraced the first :‘:Ye(zent that
presented itself; you have held yourself up to the gen: disesteem,
and appeared the self devoted victim of an honorable sensibility.

_ “But there are others who hold such a feeling and such a result of
it, to be ineom&tible and contradictory ;—who think that a line of
conduct which they deem seriously injurious to the province, could
bardly have originated in a motive so refinedly generous. These men
say, that either you are venting the spleen of disappointment, and
reckless of the evils that you cause, are indulging your unsatisfied
revenge against the government, or that youare, in truth, friendly to
the interest of the United States, and wish to contribute your mite
towards the advancement of their cause.—Bat is it not rather ambi-
tion that has fired your efforts? Isit not the thirst of fame that has
urged you on to distinction 1 Is it not the noble yearning after an

immortal name that has excited this effervescence within your breast ;
that has taught you to be a mischief maker in your public situation ;.
that has bid you head a few factious underlings of the law, and, with
their zealous assistance, to fill the ignorant and inexperienced with
error and perplexity, and to lead them into a belief of oppression on
the part of government, in an instance where its humanity was
stri]m;ilz conspicuous? It is this that arms &q‘u with courage to
bully brow beat the few—alas how few ! that rise up to resist
you; and while you stand forth, self-invested, the champion of the
people, ta ply among them your engines of discordance, and lay a

F 2
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“a false and scandalous libel upon this house,
and a manifest breach of its privileges,” it was
ordered that the editor, Mr. Cary, be taken

tmin which, if you were to spceeed in lighting it, would blow up the
fonndations of their well-| Are yon determined to be somebody,
and can you find no better field of exertion ; or none that will involve
the complication of evils that you are so igally seattering? You
remind us of that dauntless her:uodf old, who,b lr:so}ved that his nat:xe
should go down to pesterity, et incapable of any action that
mﬂhtcﬂpleitwiﬂ:prm, fired the hegb,nted yleot‘ Diana
at Ephesus, and burnt it to the ground. His action has perpet-
uatetf , as he expected—but his name has perished.®

¢« At a time when the enemy is at the door, and when nothing but
the cheerful alacrity, and the honorable ardour, almost unexampled,
which this province has hitherto exhibited (with one or two tr&ing
exceptions) from one end to the other, can save it from falling;—at
a time when every generous spirit is roused in the consciousness of a
just cause, and eager to chastise the wicked presnmption of a foe at
once insidious and savage; at such a time as this, what is your em-
ployment ¥—You are damping that alacrity ; checking that generous
ardour; you are in sowing the seeds of embarrassment and
delay; you are spreading the subtle venom of mistrust and disaffec-
tion ;—yon are picking out flaws, with the microscope of a lawyer,
in the proceedings of government ; you are cavilling, you are colour-
il:‘%, you are i , you are fomenting groundless discontent ;
and what is this but to create unnecessary misery ¢ Youare painting
evils and passing them for real, as you hold them up to those whom,
if real, they would affect. Thisis your chosen office; this your

tiiotism ; and you revel in the gleuitude of temporary success.

ill no man then stand up in yourdefiance ; and shall the inations
of your violence and abuse be dreaded as the thunder of eloquence
irresistible 1 Shall you be suffered to go on, trampling upon rule
and decornm,—committing, at every step, some action unjustifiable
and irregular; turning your collengua into 2 mob ; simply because
you have already gained and established a proud footing by such
conduct 2—Go on then—and treasure up for yourself the recollection of
prostituted energies and perverted talents ;—go and bask in the conseci-
ousness of successful exertions, directed against the vital interests of
that country which gave you birth ;—proceed in the great work
which you have 80 happily begun; and if heaven avert not the conse-

uences of your endeavours, you may yet perhaps smile at the ruin

at is around you, and exclaim witg genuine satisfaction and unre-
pressed raptare—+¢ I have contributed to this.”

¢« January 14. JuntorLus CANABENSIS.

“ Mr. L, J. Papineau moved, seconded by Mr. Bellet, that the
said article now read in en(iilh, be translated into the fremch

language.” )
o ¢ This is a small mistake ; his name was Erostratus”—Ep. Q. M.
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ito custody of the sergeant at arms, whom, cpp.
bowever, he evaded, keeping out of his way XV.
duiring the remainder of the session, treating Y53
them the day after the prorogation, on finding
himself again free, with the morceau below.*

Three hundred and ninety-nine vessels, con-
taining in all 86,436 tons, and employing 4054
scamen, cleared during the year 1812, from
Quebec. Of those vessels twenty-one were
built that year in this city, containing 5898
tons. The revenue of the year amounted to
£61,193, currency. The expenses of the civil
government to £98,777, sterling, including
upwards of £65,000 for the militia forces, and
£3,424 due to Upper Canada, as its propor-
tion of the revenue. The expenses of the
Iei;gislature were £3,644, currency, besides the
above.

* « The Editor’s respects to & majority of the house of assembly,
being just arrived from a tour of business, he learns that the house had
evinced much anxiety to see him, during his absence. Unfortunately,
his retum has taken plaee a day too late for him to have the honor of
wiiting on the house. He is, however, rather at a loss to conceive
bow his presence could be, in any maanet, useful in assisting them
Intheir vocation of framing laws.,”>— Quebec Mercwury,16¢k Feb., 1813.




CHAPTER XVIL

Chap. The americans tinder general Winchester, at Frenchtown, on

XVI.
-~

1813.

the river Raisin, nearDetroit, defeated by colonel Proctor,
and made prisoners—vote of thanks by the assembly, to
colonel Proctor, his officers and men—the colonel promot-
ed to the rank of brigadier general—the session being closed
the governor visits Upper Canada—successful attack
over the ice upon Ogdensburgh—preparations during the
winter for the next campaign—american forces and fleet
on lake Ontario attack and capture York—sail thence
to Niagara—thence to Sacket's Harbour, for reinforce-
ments—return to Niagara, attack and carry Fort George—
General Vincent falls back to Burlington Heights—Sir
James Lucas Yeo, arrives at Quebec, from England, with
a reinforcement of seamen for the lakes—expedition
under the immediate command of the naval and military
commanders against Sacket’s Harbour-—their failure and
retreat to Kingston—successful attack by general Proctor
on the american forces under general Harrison, on the
Miami—brilliant affair at Stoney Creek, by lieut. col.
Harvey—his defeat of the enemy and capture of two
brigadier generals—affair at Beaver Dams, and capture
of upwards of five hundred of the enemy, under lieut.
colonel Boerstler—attack upon fort Schlosser and Black
Rock—demonstration before Fort George— attack bygene-
ral Proctor upon the american fort at Lower Sandusky,
under lieut. colonel Croghan, defeated with severe loss—
eapture of american sloops Growler and Eagle, at Islk
aux Noiz, river Chambly—an expedition from Isle auz
Noiz visits Plattsburgh and other places, on lake Cham-
plain — commissariat in Upper Canada ably attended to
and well supplied, but at great éxpense—affair at Goose
Creek—naval occurrences on lake Ontario.

THE american army under the command o

general Harrison still hovered on the border o
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' Michigan territory and. over-awed Detroit, Chap.
vhere colonel Proctor with an inferior forcef;
was, as previously stated, left m command 1a13.
after the reduction of that post, by general
Brock. On the 19th of January, information
was received at Detroit, by the british com-
mander, that a division or brigade of the
american army under brigadier general Win-
chester, was encamped at Frenchtown on the
river Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroit,
having driven in a body of militia and indians,
posted there under major Reynolds, of the
militia, who, after some resistance with a field
piece, fell back upon Brownstown. Colonel
Proctor promptly determined to attack this divi-
sion, before it could be reinforced by the main
body, under general Harrison, three or four days
march, in the rear ; and assembled his disposable
force at Brownstown on the 21st, consisting of
five hundred regulars, seamen and militia, and
about six hundred indians. He advanced
the same day twelve miles, to Stoney Creek,
and at day break the next morning made
a resolute attack on the enemy’s camp. Gen-
eral Winchester himself, fell soon after the
commencement of the action into the hands of
the Wyandot chief Roundhead, who surren-
dered him to colonel Proctor. The americans
had retreated to the houses and enclosures,
from which they were making a desperate
resistance through fear of falling into the hands
of the indians; but upon its being represented
‘0 general Winchester, that unless a speedy
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surrender were made, the buildings would bei
set on fire, and that no responsibility would be|
taken for the conduct of the indians, he caused!
a flag of truce to be sent to his men, and’
agreed, on their part, to a surrender, upon con-
dition of their being protected from the fury of
the savages, and allowed to preserve their
private property. In this affair the enemy lost
1n killed between three and four hundred men,
and one brigadier general, three field-officers,
nine captains, twenty subalterns and upwards
of five hundred men in prisoners. The loss on
the british side was also severe: twenty-four
killed and one hundred and fifty-eight wounded.
This spirited and vigorous measure completely
disconcerted the arrangements made by gen.
Harrison, for the recovery of the Michigan
territory, and secured Detroit from any imme-
diate danger. The house of assembly of Lower
Canada, then in session, passed a vote of thanks
to colonel Proctor, for the skill and intrepidity
with which he planned and carried into execu-
tion this enterprise. A vote of thanks was
also passed to the officers, non-commissioned
officers and privates belonging to the line, ma-
rine and militia forces who assisted in its
accomplishment, and colonel Proctor was
immediately promoted to the rank of brigadier
general, by the commander of the forces, until
the pleasure of the Prince Regent.should be
known, who was pleased to approve and con-
firm the appointment.
The governor having closed, asbefore stated,
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the session of the legislature, left Quebec on the cChap.
I1th February, on a visit for Upper Canada. X'}
Inhisroute thither, lieutenant colonel Pearson in 1813,
command at Prescott, proposed to him as he
passed, an attack upon the american post of Og-
densburgh, in retaliation for an excursion by the
enemy from thence upon Brockville some days
previously. The governor did not deem it
expedient to order an attack upon that post,
but as two men had deserted on the evening of
his arrival, and had gone over to the enemy,
who might, upon ascertaining the arrival of the
governor, way lay him on his route, it was
determined that lieutenant colonel M‘Donnell,
second in command at Prescott, should make a
demonstration on the ice, in front of Ogdens-
burgh, as well with a view of engaging the
attention of the enemy, as by drawing out their
forces, to ascertain the strength of the garrison.
On the ensuing morning, (22d February,) as
the governor departed, lieut. col. M‘Donnell
moved with his party across the river on the
ice, towards Ogdensburgh; the enemy per-
ceiving the movement,were prepared to receive
him. Impelled by that spirit characteristic of
british soldiers, he turned the demonstration
into a real attack. :
The enemy were driven from the village
after a short contest, leaving about twenty
killed and a considerable number wounded.
Four brass field-pieces, seven pieces of iron -
ordnance complete, with several hundred stand
of arms, and a considerable quantity of stores
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chap. fell into the hands of the victors, who lost
XVL seven Lilled, and seven officers (including
53, lieutenant col. M‘Donnell) and forty-one ‘men
wounded. After having destroyed two small
schooners and two gun boats, left there to win-
ter, they returned to their quarters at Prescott.
During the winter the greatest exertions
were made to be in a state of preparation for
the ensuing campaign. In March, a draught of
militia took place, to fill up the militia bat-
tulions. A battalion (the.6th) was embodied
at Quebec, from the city militia for garrison
duty. The canadian regiment of Fencibles,
the Glengaries and the Voltigeurs recruited
with diligence and success; and the 104th (or
New Brunswick regiment¥ marched through
from Fredericton, for Upper Canada, some
hundreds of miles, with extraordinary celerity
in the month of Margh: though their route
from the former place, to the river St. Law-
rence, lay through an uninhabited wilderness,
(now covered by snow, two or three feet in
depth) neverbefore travelled by british troops.
he american forces in the meantime aug-
‘mented daily-at Sacket’s Harbour, and then
fleet being superior to that of the- british, :
descent upon Kingston or its meighbourhooc
was confidently expected: the american
verament, however, deemed it too hazardou:
a game to stake the fate of their lake arma
~ ment upon an enterprise against the principa
depbt of the british in the upper province
‘where they must expect a desperate resistance
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and resolved to direct their efforts against the Chap.
more distant and vulnerable parts on the lake. XV!-
Commodore Chauncey having accordingly a3,
equipped his fleet foran expedition,and received
on board upwards of seventeen hundred troops
under the command of generals Dearborn and
Pike, sailed from Sacket’s Harbour on the
25th of April, and on the following evening
appeared off York with fourteen sail of armed
vessels. On the ensuing morning, (27th) the
enemy commenced a debarkation about three
miles to the west of the town, but the wind
blowing fresh from the eastward they fell con-
siderably to leeward of the position fixed upon
for landing, (the site of the old french fort
Toronto) while they suffered much from a
galling fire of the british troops, posted in a
wood. They, however, accomplished their
landing and compelled the british, whose
whole force, regulars and militia, did not ex-
ceed six hundred men, to retire with loss.
The grenadiers of the 8th regiment, who lost
their captain M¢Neal, were, after a desperate
contest almost annijhilated by the overwhelming
numbers of the enemy. The latter having
made their landing, formed upon the beach
under the immediate orders of general Pike,
while the schooners worked up to the forts,
under a heavy cannonade, and assuming a
position at the distance of six hundred yards
from the batteries in order to make a simulta-
neous impression upon the works by water and
by land, opened a heavy fire upon them which
G

" YOL. I
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Chap. did great execution. The land forces under
XV1. ceneral Pike advanced through a little woed to
1813. the main works, when, at the distance of sixty
~ rods from them, a tremendous explosion took
place, from a magazine previously prepared,
which discharging an immense quantity of
rubbish, spread havock among their troops, and
killed a number of their officers and men.
General Pike, an officer much esteemed in the
american army, and who seems to have been
a gentleman of an amiable character ia private
life,. received a contusion from a large stone,
while leading on his men, which in a few hours
gut a period to his existence. General Sheaffe

nding his small force unable to resist that of
the enemy, retreated at two o’clock, in the
afternoon, leaving lieutenant colonel Chewitt,
of the militia, to treat with the enemy: and a
capitulation immediately ensued, by which
York was surrendered to the american forces,
and the militia to the amount of more than two
hundred men, with their officers, surrendered
prisoners of war, on condition that all private
property should be respected. The public
stores of every description fell into the hands
of the enemy, with the armed schooner Duke
of Gloucester, undergoing repairs. A new
ship which had been laid down, at this open
and defenceless post, the preceding winter,
and now almost completely planked, was with
the naval stores set on fire by the british pre-
vious to their retreat. 'The loss of the british
was severe, amounting to about one hundred
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ad thirty men m killed and wounded, among chap.
beformer Mr. M¢Lean, the clerk of the house XV
of assembly of Upper Canada, who had volun- 3.
teered his services with a musket. The loss
o the enemy though not correctly ascertained
mist have been heavier than that of the british.
The enemy having secured their booty, re-
embarked and sailed on the 2d of May for
Niagara. General Sheaffe suffered much, in
the public estimation, on account of his failure,
indefending York, and of his retreat before the
enemy on this oceasion, and was shortly after-
wards superseded, in the chief command, in
Upper Canada, by major general de Rotten-
burg. On his return to the lower province,
e was put in command of the troops: in the
district of Montreal.

The american fleet having landed the troops
at Niagara, returned to Sacket’s Harbour for
reinforcements, and on the 25th May, their
whole fleet having proceeded by detachments,
were again assembled at Niagara, and general
Vincent commanding at Fort George, foresaw
that an attack was shortly to be made upon his
post. Commodore Chauncey despatched two
of his vessels to cruise vigilantly off Kingston,
and concerted his arrangements with general
Dearborn for a combined attack upon Fort.
George. Early in the morning of the 27th
May, the enemy accordingly commenced a
combined attack upon that fort, having previ-
ously on the 24th and 25th, materially injured
the works, by a warm cannonade from their

’
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Chap. ships and batteries. A body of about eight
XV'- hundred riflemen, under colonel Scott, landed
1813, near the Two Mile Creek,while the fleet ranged
up in the form of a crescent, extending from
the north of the light house to the Two Mile
Creek, so as to enfilade the british batteries by
a cross fire. The riflemen after forming and
ascending the bank were met by the british,
and compelled to give way, in disorder, and
return to the beach, from whence they kept up
a smart fire under cover of the bank. In the
meantime another body, of upwards of two
thousand men, under the direction of general
Lewis, made a landing, and formed on the
beach, under cover of a tremendous cannonade
of round shot, and showers of grape and canis-
ter from the fleet, that swept the adjacent plain
and compelled the british to retire. General
Vincent finding the works torn to pieces, by
the enemy’s artillery, and no longer tenable
against so overwhelming a force, caused the
fort to be dismantled, and the magazines to be
blown up, and retreated to Queenstown, leav-
ing the americans to take possession of the
ruins, of the fort.* The british loss consisted

* In the general order issued on this occasion, by the commander
of the forces, we find the following :—

“ Refardleu of the immense superiority of the enemy, his advane¢
was ga Iantl{ apd obstinately disputed,—a judicious position wa:
occupied by lieut. col. Myers, and when that zealous and meritorioun:
officer was obliged to quit the field, having received three wounds
he was ably replaced by lieut. col. Harvey, and the unequal contes
continued with unshaken ‘;allantry and determination.

« Prigadier general Vincent, considering further' perseveranci
agamst an overwhelming force, a fruitless sacrifice of invaluabli
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of fifty-two killed, and upwards of three hun- Chap.
dred wounded and missing. The american XV
accounts state their loss at thirty-nine killed, 155
and one hundred and eleven wounded.

General Vincent on the ensuing day having
collected the whole of the forces, from Chip-
pawaand Fort Erie, and destroyed or rendered
useless the posts and stores along that frontier,
commenced his retreat toward Burlington
heights, at the head of Ontario.

The arrival of Sir James L. Yeo, from
England, at Quebec, on the 5th May, with
several officers of the royal navy and 450 sea-
nen for the lakes, cheered the drooping spirits
of the public. Captains Barclay, Pring and
Fionis, with five lieutenants of the royal navy
having previously arrived over land from Hali-
fax, with some seamen, were already at
Kingston, and were putting the fleet in a state
of preparation to meet the enemy. Sir George
Prevost proceeded from Montreal to Kingston,
with Sir James L. Yeo, who arrived at the
latter place in the short time of six weeks, from
his embarking at Portsmouth.

The two commanders being now at Kingston,
the public was on the tip-toe of expectation
for some decisive dash upon the enemy’s
flotilla.  An attack upon Sacket’s Harbour, in
the absence of their fleet, at Niagara, was
resolved upon. A body of eight hundred or a

lives, having gained by their intrepid resistance the means of dis.
mantling the fort, and destroying the stores, he directed the troops to
fill back on Queenston, which was done with perfect order.”

G 2
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Chap. thousand men were embarked on the 27th
XVl. May, on board the british flotilla at Kingston,
Ters, consisting of the Wolfe 24 guns, Royal George
24, Earl of Moira 18, and four schooners
bearing from ten to twelve guns each, with a
sufficient number of batteaux, and at noon on
the next day they were off Sacket’s Harbour.
The weather was propitious, and the troops
were transferred to the batteaux, tomake their
landing, under an escort of two-gun boats,
commanded by captain Mulcaster, the whole
under the immediate direction of the land and
naval commanders in chief. They had pro-
ceeded but a short distance when a convoy of
american boats, loaded with troops were des-
cried doubling Stoney Point, on their way
from Oswego, to Sacket’s Harbour. The
indians, who had previously landed, on an
island, fired upon them as they passed, and
threw them into confusion, while the boats and‘
batteaux bore down and captured twelve of
them, with about 150 men: the remainder
escaped into Sacket’s Harbour. The landing
was then deferred umtil the next morning
while the americans raised the alarm, and
withdrew a detachment of their troops, posted‘
upon Horse Island, at the mouth of the har-
bour, and assumed a position on the main,
opposite a ford leading from the island to the'
main land, where they were reinforced by 2
body of militia, under general Brown, and|
prepared for a vigorous defence. The night
was dark and rainy, and at day break next

) |
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morning the boats were so scattered that they chap.
were unable to effect a landing as intended, XV1.
before the enemy should have time to line the J5;5
woods. They first attempted to land on the
main, in a cove formed by Horse Island, but
on approaching it they found the enemy pre-
pared for them, by a heavy fire of musketry,
from the surrounding woods, supported by a
field piece. They then pulled round and
landed on the outside of the island, with little
orno loss, and pushed forward to the ford, in
the face of a hot fire of musketry and the field
piece, which they carried in a few moments
after landing, with a tumbrel and a few rounds
of ammunition. The enemy retreated, and post-
ing themselves securely behind large trees,
kept up a smart fire upon the british. The
fleet, 1n the meantime, as well asa small vessel
with two six pounders, intended to have been
landed in time to support the advance, of the
troops, were, through light and adverse wind,
along way in the rear. Under these circum-
stances it was impossible to wait for the arrival
of the artillery, and colonel Baynes, the adju-
tant general of the forces, in british N. America,
who was charged with this service, ordered
the detachment to divide, in order to scour the
woods, by pursuing two paths which led in
opposite “direetions round a rising ground.
The enemy dislodged from the woods at the
point of the bayowet, fled to their fort and
" bockhouses, whither they were pursued by
the british, who set fire to their barracks. At
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chap. this luckless juncture it was thought by the com-
XVl -manding officer, that the enemy’s blockhouses
1s13. and stockaded battery could not be carried by
assault, even with the assistance of field pieces
had they been landed. The fleet were still out
of reach to render any assistance - in battering
them, while his men were exposed to the fire
of the enemy secure within their works. The
signal of retreat was therefore given to the
indignant. assailants, and the enterprise was
abandoned at a moment, when the enemy had
so far calculated upon a decisive victory on
the part of the british, as to have set fire to
their naval store houses, hospital and marine
barracks, by which all the booty previously
taken at York, and the stores for their new
ship were consumed. -They had also set fire
to a frigate on the stocks, and were it is said
actually retreating from the to